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‘relit’, the Heart of Evangelization, is a dynamic training program to further the Church’s mission by 

spreading the Christ-centered message of the New Evangelization. RELIT has one purpose: to help you 

deepen your friendship with Christ by living out more fully your baptismal vocation to evangelize. The 

information in the following materials is drawn from Scriptures, Catholic History and Church Teaching.  

 

The following Contents are sourced from various definitions, Liturgy of Hours Readings, Vatican II 

documents, and Papal Encyclicals and Apostolic Exhortations. This document contains suggested 

readings from Sessions 13 through 18 as follows: 

13. Evangelii Gaudium – On the Proclamation of the Gospel in Today’s World Paras 1-13 

14. Evangelii Gaudium – On the Proclamation of the Gospel in Today’s World Paras 19-39 

15. Evangelii Gaudium – On the Proclamation of the Gospel in Today’s World Paras 78-109 

16. Evangelii Gaudium – On the Proclamation of the Gospel in Today’s World Paras 119-134 

17. Evangelii Gaudium – On the Proclamation of the Gospel in Today’s World Paras 160-175 

18. See supplements for references mentioned in the video 

 

Supplemental Materials include:  

a. In session 13, Quote from Mortimer Adler;  preface to Pope Benedict Homily; Sherry Weddell of 

Forming Intentional Disciples; Spiritual Warfare and EWTN 

b. In session 15, mention of Charisms which can also be called Spiritual Gifts; Scriptural Passages 

mentioned in the presentation 

c. In session 16, Michael mentioned Dr. Peter Kreeft on the music of Bach 

d. In session 17, Pope Francis commented on the Mission entrusted to Us as an invitation to 

everyone to be bold… 

e. In session 18, 2nd Vatican Council – Lumen Gentium – Call to Holiness Para 40, 2nd Vatican 

Council – Lumen Gentium – Call to Mission Para 17; AD Gentes – Para 1; Decree of the 

Apostolate of the Laity – Apostolicam Actuositatem – Para 3; Beatific Vision from the CCC; 6 Key 

Evangelistic Strategies to Help your Church Grow & How to Recognize Spiritually Receptive 

People in Your Community by Pastor Rick Warren; and session Ending Scripture References; 

Prayer of Commitment & Two Person Plan 
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Introduction 
 

Definition of Evangelization from the Spiritual Gifts Inventory 

Evangelization - The Holy Spirit enables individuals to share the Gospel with others in such a 

way that they come to know God. To exercise the gift of evangelism is to share one's faith within 

and beyond the parish. This gift involves an unabashed willingness to share the Good News 

and one’s personal faith journey. Acts 8:26-40, II Timothy 4:5  

 

 

DECREE AD GENTES ON THE MISSION ACTIVITY OF THE CHURCH 

Vatican II decree on December 7, 1965 
 
2. The pilgrim Church is missionary by her very nature, since it is from the mission of the Son 
and the mission of the Holy Spirit that she draws her origin, in accordance with the decree of 
God the Father.(1)[Dogmatic Constitution "Lumen Gentium," 48. Defines the Church as founded 
in Christ Jesus and in which we acquire sanctity through the grace of God…] 
 
This decree, however, flows from the "fount - like love" or charity of God the Father who, being 

the "principle without principle" from whom the Son is begotten and Holy Spirit proceeds 

through the Son, freely creating us on account of His surpassing and merciful kindness and 

graciously calling us moreover to share with Him His life and His cry, has generously poured out, 

and does not cease to pour out still, His divine goodness. Thus He who created all things may at 

last be "all in all" (1 Cor. 15:28), bringing about at one and the same time His own glory and our 

happiness. But it pleased God to call men to share His life, not just singly, apart from any mutual 

bond, but rather to mold them into a people in which His sons, once scattered abroad might be 

gathered together (cf. John 11:52). 

Thresholds - Session 13,  P 64 
 

Quote from Mortimer Adler: 

 
The only reason to adopt a religion is that one wishes and intends to live henceforth 
in accordance with its precepts, forswearing conduct and habits that are 
incompatible. For me to become a Roman Catholic – or, for that matter, an Anglo-
Catholic or Episcopalian – would require a radical change in my way of life, a basic 
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alteration in the direction of my day-to-day choices as well as in the ultimate objectives 
to be sought or hoped for.  
 
I have too clear and too detailed an understanding of moral theology to fool myself on 
that score. The simple truth of the matter is that I did not wish to live up to being a 
genuinely religious person. I could not bring myself to will what I ought to will for my 
whole future if I were to resolve my will, at a particular moment, with regard to religious 
conversion.  
 

Session 13, P 64 
 

Preface to Pope Benedict homily: 

 
At this point, my mind goes back to 22 Oct 1978, when Pope John Paul II began his 
ministry here in St. Peter’s Square. His words on that occasion constantly echo in my 
ears: “Do not be afraid! Open wide the doors for Christ!” The Pope was addressing the 
mighty, the powerful of the this world, who feared that Christ might take away something 
of their power if they were to let him in, if they were to allow the faith to be free. Yes, he 
would certainly have taken something away from them: the dominion of corruption, the 
manipulation of law and the freedom to do as they pleased. But he would not have 
taken away anything that pertains to human freedom or dignity, or to the building of a 
just society. The Pope was also speaking to everyone, especially the young. Are we not 
perhaps all afraid in some way? If we let Christ enter fully into our lives, if we open 
ourselves totally to him, are we not afraid that he might take something away from 
us? Are we not perhaps afraid to give up something significant, something unique, 
something that makes life so beautiful? Do we not then risk ending up diminished and 
deprived of our freedom? And once again the Pope said: No! If we let Christ into our 
lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, 
beautiful and great. No! only in friendship are the doors of life opened wide. Only in 
this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly revealed. Only in this 
friendship do we experience beauty and liberation. And so, today, with great strength 
and great conviction, on the basis of long personal experience of life, I say to you, dear 
your people: Do not be afraid of Christ! He takes nothing away, and gives you 
everything. When we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, 
open, open wide the doors of Christ – and you will find true life. Amen. 
 
Italicized and Bolded words are in the quote on P64 – full quote was displayed in the 
video.  
 
 
At 17:24, ref to Sherry Weddell of Forming Intentional Disciples –  
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“All statistical indicators suggest that the majority of our ‘active’ members are in early 
and essentially passive stages of spiritual development, such as trust and curiosity.  
 
 
At 20:10, mention of Spiritual Warfare and need to pray St. Michael Prayer – added 
here for your convenience:  
 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the malice 

[wickedness] and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O 

Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits who 

wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 

 

From EWTN:  

 
PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL  

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  

Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil.  

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou,  

O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God,  

thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits,  

who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Ses 13 Thresholds P 66 – Para 1 to 13 
 

 APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 

FRANCIS 

TO THE BISHOPS, CLERGY, CONSECRATED PERSONS 

AND THE LAY FAITHFUL 

ON THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN TODAY’S WORLD 

 

 
 1. The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who 
accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and 
loneliness. With Christ joy is constantly born anew. In this Exhortation I wish to encourage 
the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, 
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while pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come.  
 

I. A joy ever new, a joy which is shared  

 

2. The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation 
and anguish born of a complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous 
pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its 
own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s 
voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good 
fades. This is a very real danger for believers too. Many fall prey to it, and end up resentful, 
angry and listless. That is no way to live a dignified and fulfilled life; it is not God’s will 
for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit which has its source in the heart of the risen Christ.  
 
3. I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask 
all of you to do this unfailingly each day. No one should think that this invitation is not meant 
for him or her, since “no one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord”.1 The Lord 
does not disappoint those who take this risk; whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we 
come to realize that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms. Now is the time to 
say to Jesus: “Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a thousand ways I have shunned your 
love, yet here I am once more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save me once 
again, Lord, take me once more into your redeeming embrace”. How good it feels to come 
back to him whenever we are lost! Let me say this once more: God never tires of 
forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy. Christ, who told us to 
forgive one another “seventy times seven” (Mt 18:22) has given us his example: he has 
forgiven us seventy times seven. Time and time again he bears us on his shoulders. No one 
can strip us of the dignity bestowed upon us by this boundless and unfailing love. With a 
tenderness which never disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy, he makes it 
possible for us to lift up our heads and to start anew. Let us not flee from the resurrection of 
Jesus, let us never give up, come what will. May nothing inspire more than his life, which 
impels us onwards!  
 
4. The books of the Old Testament predicted that the joy of salvation would abound in 
messianic times. The prophet Isaiah exultantly salutes the awaited Messiah: “You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy” (9:3). He exhorts those who dwell on Zion 
to go forth to meet him with song: “Shout aloud and sing for joy!” (12:6). The prophet tells 
those who have already seen him from afar to bring the message to others: “Get you up to a 
high mountain, O herald of good tidings to Zion; lift up your voice with strength, O herald of 
good tidings to Jerusalem” (40:9). All creation shares in the joy of salvation: “Sing for joy, O 
heavens, and exult, O earth! Break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the Lord has 
comforted his people, and will have compassion on his suffering ones” (49:13).  
Zechariah, looking to the day of the Lord, invites the people to acclaim the king who comes 
“humble and riding on a donkey”: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he” (9:9).  
Perhaps the most exciting invitation is that of the prophet Zephaniah, who presents God 
with his people in the midst of a celebration overflowing with the joy of salvation. I find it 
thrilling to reread this text: “The Lord, your God is in your midst, a warrior who gives you the 
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victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult 
over you with loud singing, as on a day of festival” (3:17).  
 
This is the joy which we experience daily, amid the little things of life, as a response to the 
loving invitation of God our Father: “My child, treat yourself well, according to your means… 
Do not deprive yourself of the day’s enjoyment” (Sir 14:11, 14). What tender paternal love 
echoes in these words!  
 
5. The Gospel, radiant with the glory of Christ’s cross, constantly invites us to rejoice. A few 
examples will suffice. “Rejoice!” is the angel’s greeting to Mary (Lk 1:28). Mary’s visit to 
Elizabeth makes John leap for joy in his mother’s womb (cf. Lk 1:41). In her song of praise, 
Mary proclaims: “My spirit rejoices in God my Savoir” (Lk 1:47). When Jesus begins his 
ministry, John cries out: “For this reason, my joy has been fulfilled” (Jn 3:29). Jesus 
himself “rejoiced in the Holy Spirit” (Lk 10:21). His message brings us joy: “I have said 
these things to you, so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete” (Jn 
15:11). Our Christian joy drinks of the wellspring of his brimming heart. He promises his 
disciples: “You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy” (Jn 16:20). He then 
goes on to say: “But I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 
your joy from you” (Jn 16:22). The disciples “rejoiced” (Jn 20:20) at the sight of the risen 
Christ. In the Acts of the Apostles we read that the first Christians “ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts” (2:46). Wherever the disciples went, “there was great joy” (8:8); even 
amid persecution they continued to be “filled with joy” (13:52). The newly baptized eunuch 
“went on his way rejoicing” (8:39), while Paul’s jailer “and his entire household rejoiced that 
he had become a believer in God” (16:34). Why should we not also enter into this great 
stream of joy?  
 
6. There are Christians whose lives seem like Lent without Easter. I realize of course that 
joy is not expressed the same way at all times in life, especially at moments of great 
difficulty. Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of light born 
of our personal certainty that, when everything is said and done, we are infinitely loved. I 
understand the grief of people who have to endure great suffering, yet slowly but surely we 
all have to let the joy of faith slowly revive as a quiet yet firm trust, even amid the greatest 
distress: “My soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what happiness is… But this I call to 
mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning. Great is your faithfulness… It is good 
that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam 3:17, 21-23, 26).  
 
7. Sometimes we are tempted to find excuses and complain, acting as if we could only be 
happy if a thousand conditions were met. To some extent this is because our “technological 
society has succeeded in multiplying occasions of pleasure, yet has found it very difficult to 
engender joy”.2 I can say that the most beautiful and natural expressions of joy which I have 
seen in my life were in poor people who had little to hold on to. I also think of the real joy 
shown by others who, even amid pressing professional obligations, were able to preserve, 
in detachment and simplicity, a heart full of faith. In their own way, all these instances of joy 
flow from the infinite love of God, who has revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ. I never tire 
of repeating those words of Benedict XVI which take us to the very heart of the Gospel: 
“Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the 
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encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive 
direction”.3  

 

8. Thanks solely to this encounter—or renewed encounter—with God’s love, which 
blossoms into an enriching friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and self-
absorption. We become fully human when we become more than human, when we let God 
bring us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our being. Here we find the 
source and inspiration of all our efforts at evangelization. For if we have received the love 
which restores meaning to our lives, how can we fail to share that love with others?  
 

II. The delightful and comforting joy of evangelizing  

 

9. Goodness always tends to spread. Every authentic experience of truth and goodness 
seeks by its very nature to grow within us, and any person who has experienced a profound 
liberation becomes more sensitive to the needs of others. As it expands, goodness takes 
root and develops. If we wish to lead a dignified and fulfilling life, we have to reach out to 
others and seek their good. In this regard, several sayings of Saint Paul will not surprise us: 
“The love of Christ urges us on” (2 Cor 5:14); “Woe to me if I do not proclaim the Gospel” 
(1 Cor 9:16).  
 
10. The Gospel offers us the chance to live life on a higher plane, but with no less intensity: 
“Life grows by being given away, and it weakens in isolation and comfort. Indeed, those 
who enjoy life most are those who leave security on the shore and become excited by the 
mission of communicating life to others”.4 When the Church summons Christians to take up 
the task of evangelization, she is simply pointing to the source of authentic personal 
fulfilment. For “here we discover a profound law of reality: that life is attained and matures 
in the measure that it is offered up in order to give life to others. This is certainly what 
mission means”.5 Consequently, an evangelizer must never look like someone who has just 
come back from a funeral! Let us recover and deepen our enthusiasm, that “delightful and 
comforting joy of evangelizing, even when it is in tears that we must sow… And may the 
world of our time, which is searching, sometimes with anguish, sometimes with hope, be 
enabled to receive the good news not from evangelizers who are dejected, discouraged, 
impatient or anxious, but from ministers of the Gospel whose lives glow with fervor, who 
have first received the joy of Christ”.6  

 

Eternal newness 

  
11. A renewal of preaching can offer believers, as well as the lukewarm and the non-
practicing, new joy in the faith and fruitfulness in the work of evangelization. The heart of its 
message will always be the same: the God who revealed his immense love in the crucified 
and risen Christ. God constantly renews his faithful ones, whatever their age: “They shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not be 
faint” (Is 40:31). Christ is the “eternal Gospel” (Rev 14:6); he “is the same yesterday and 
today and forever” (Heb 13:8), yet his riches and beauty are inexhaustible. He is forever 
young and a constant source of newness. The Church never fails to be amazed at “the 
depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God” (Rom 11:33). Saint John of the 
Cross says that “the thicket of God’s wisdom and knowledge is so deep and so broad that 
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the soul, however much it has come to know of it, can always penetrate deeper within it”.7 

Or as Saint Irenaeus writes: “By his coming, Christ brought with him all newness”.8 With this 
newness he is always able to renew our lives and our communities, and even if the 
Christian message has known periods of darkness and ecclesial weakness, it will never 
grow old. Jesus can also break through the dull categories with which we would enclose 
him and he constantly amazes us by his divine creativity. Whenever we make the effort to 
return to the source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, 
new paths of creativity open up, with different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and 
words with new meaning for today’s world. Every form of authentic evangelization is always 
“new”.  
 
12. Though it is true that this mission demands great generosity on our part, it would be 
wrong to see it as a heroic individual undertaking, for it is first and foremost the Lord’s work, 
surpassing anything which we can see and understand. Jesus is “the first and greatest 
evangelizer”.9 In every activity of evangelization, the primacy always belongs to God, who 
has called us to cooperate with him and who leads us on by the power of his Spirit. The real 
newness is the newness which God himself mysteriously brings about and inspires, 
provokes, guides and accompanies in a thousand ways. The life of the Church should 
always reveal clearly that God takes the initiative, that “he has loved us first” (1 Jn 4:19) and 
that he alone “gives the growth” (1 Cor 3:7). This conviction enables us to maintain a spirit 
of joy in the midst of a task so demanding and challenging that it engages our entire life. 
God asks everything of us, yet at the same time he offers everything to us.  
  
13. Nor should we see the newness of this mission as entailing a kind of displacement or 
forgetfulness of the living history which surrounds us and carries us forward. Memory is a 
dimension of our faith which we might call “deuteronomic”, not unlike the memory of Israel 
itself. Jesus leaves us the Eucharist as the Church’s daily remembrance of, and deeper 
sharing in, the event of his Passover (cf. Lk 22:19). The joy of evangelizing always arises 
from grateful remembrance: it is a grace which we constantly need to implore. The 
apostles never forgot the moment when Jesus touched their hearts: “It was about four 
o’clock in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39). Together with Jesus, this remembrance makes present 
to us “a great cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12:1), some of whom, as believers, we recall with 
great joy: “Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God” (Heb 13:7). 
Some of them were ordinary people who were close to us and introduced us to the life of 
faith: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice” (2 Tim 1:5). The believer is essentially “one who remembers”. 
 
 

Session 14, P 72 
 

 APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM Para 19-39 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 
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FRANCIS 

TO THE BISHOPS, CLERGY, CONSECRATED PERSONS 

AND THE LAY FAITHFUL 

ON THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN TODAY’S WORLD 

 

CHAPTER ONE  
 

THE CHURCH’S MISSIONARY TRANSFORMATION  

 
19. Evangelization takes place in obedience to the missionary mandate of Jesus: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” 
(Mt 28:19-20). In these verses we see how the risen Christ sent his followers to preach the 
Gospel in every time and place, so that faith in him might spread to every corner of the 
earth.  
 

I. A Church which goes forth  

 
20. The word of God constantly shows us how God challenges those who believe in him “to 
go forth”. Abraham received the call to set out for a new land (cf. Gen 12:1-3). Moses 
heard God’s call: “Go, I send you” (Ex 3:10) and led the people towards the promised land 
(cf. Ex 3:17). To Jeremiah God says: “To all whom I send you, you shall go” (Jer 1:7). In 
our day Jesus’ command to “go and make disciples” echoes in the changing scenarios 
and ever new challenges to the Church’s mission of evangelization, and all of us are called 
to take part in this new missionary “going forth”. Each Christian and every community must 
discern the path that the Lord points out, but all of us are asked to obey his call to go forth 
from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the “peripheries” in need of the light of the 
Gospel.  
 
21. The Gospel joy which enlivens the community of disciples is a missionary joy. The 
seventy-two disciples felt it as they returned from their mission (cf. Lk 10:17). Jesus felt it 
when he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and praised the Father for revealing himself to the poor 
and the little ones (cf. Lk 10:21). It was felt by the first converts who marveled to hear the 
apostles preaching “in the native language of each” (Acts 2:6) on the day of Pentecost. This 
joy is a sign that the Gospel has been proclaimed and is bearing fruit. Yet the drive to go 
forth and give, to go out from ourselves, to keep pressing forward in our sowing of the good 
seed, remains ever present. The Lord says: “Let us go on to the next towns that I may 
preach there also, for that is why I came out” (Mk 1:38). Once the seed has been sown 
in one place, Jesus does not stay behind to explain things or to perform more signs; the 
Spirit moves him to go forth to other towns.  
 
22. God’s word is unpredictable in its power. The Gospel speaks of a seed which, once 
sown, grows by itself, even as the farmer sleeps (Mk 4:26-29). The Church has to accept 
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this unruly freedom of the word, which accomplishes what it wills in ways that surpass our 
calculations and ways of thinking.  
 
23. The Church’s closeness to Jesus is part of a common journey; “communion and 
mission are profoundly interconnected”.20 In fidelity to the example of the Master, it is 
vitally important for the Church today to go forth and preach the Gospel to all: to all places, 
on all occasions, without hesitation, reluctance or fear. The joy of the Gospel is for all 
people: no one can be excluded. That is what the angel proclaimed to the shepherds in 
Bethlehem: “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come 
to all the people (Lk 2:10). The Book of Revelation speaks of “an eternal Gospel to 
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tongue and tribe and 
people” (Rev 14:6).  
 

Taking the first step, being involved and supportive, bearing fruit and rejoicing  

 
24. The Church which “goes forth” is a community of missionary disciples who take the first 
step, who are involved and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice. An evangelizing 
community knows that the Lord has taken the initiative, he has loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19), 
and therefore we can move forward, boldly take the initiative, go out to others, seek those 
who have fallen away, stand at the crossroads and welcome the outcast. Such a community 
has an endless desire to show mercy, the fruit of its own experience of the power of the 
Father’s infinite mercy. Let us try a little harder to take the first step and to become involved. 
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. The Lord gets involved and he involves his own, as 
he kneels to wash their feet. He tells his disciples: “You will be blessed if you do this” (Jn 
13:17). An evangelizing community gets involved by word and deed in people’s daily 
lives; it bridges distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, and it embraces human 
life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others. Evangelizers thus take on the “smell of 
the sheep” and the sheep are willing to hear their voice. An evangelizing community is also 
supportive, standing by people at every step of the way, no matter how difficult or lengthy 
this may prove to be. It is familiar with patient expectation and apostolic endurance. 
Evangelization consists mostly of patience and disregard for constraints of time. 
Faithful to the Lord’s gift, it also bears fruit. An evangelizing community is always concerned 
with fruit, because the Lord wants her to be fruitful. It cares for the grain and does not grow 
impatient at the weeds. The sower, when he sees weeds sprouting among the grain does 
not grumble or overreact. He or she finds a way to let the word take flesh in a particular 
situation and bear fruits of new life, however imperfect or incomplete these may appear. 
The disciple is ready to put his or her whole life on the line, even to accepting martyrdom, in 
bearing witness to Jesus Christ, yet the goal is not to make enemies but to see God’s word 
accepted and its capacity for liberation and renewal revealed. Finally an evangelizing 
community is filled with joy; it knows how to rejoice always. It celebrates every small 
victory, every step forward in the work of evangelization. Evangelization with joy becomes 
beauty in the liturgy, as part of our daily concern to spread goodness. The Church 
evangelizes and is herself evangelized through the beauty of the liturgy, which is both a 
celebration of the task of evangelization and the source of her renewed self-giving.  
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II. Pastoral activity and conversion  

 
25. I am aware that nowadays documents do not arouse the same interest as in the past 
and that they are quickly forgotten. Nevertheless, I want to emphasize that what I am trying 
to express here has a programmatic significance and important consequences. I hope that 
all communities will devote the necessary effort to advancing along the path of a pastoral 
and missionary conversion which cannot leave things as they presently are. “Mere 
administration” can no longer be enough.21 Throughout the world, let us be “permanently in 
a state of mission”.22  

 

26. Paul VI invited us to deepen the call to renewal and to make it clear that renewal does 
not only concern individuals but the entire Church. Let us return to a memorable text which 
continues to challenge us. “The Church must look with penetrating eyes within herself, 
ponder the mystery of her own being… This vivid and lively self-awareness inevitably 
leads to a comparison between the ideal image of the Church as Christ envisaged her 
and loved her as his holy and spotless bride (cf. Eph 5:27), and the actual image which 
the Church presents to the world today... This is the source of the Church’s heroic and 
impatient struggle for renewal: the struggle to correct those flaws introduced by her 
members which her own self-examination, mirroring her exemplar, Christ, points out to her 
and condemns”.23 The Second Vatican Council presented ecclesial conversion as 
openness to a constant self-renewal born of fidelity to Jesus Christ: “Every renewal of 
the Church essentially consists in an increase of fidelity to her own calling… Christ 
summons the Church as she goes her pilgrim way… to that continual reformation of which 
she always has need, in so far as she is a human institution here on earth”.24  

There are ecclesial structures which can hamper efforts at evangelization, yet even good 
structures are only helpful when there is a life constantly driving, sustaining and assessing 
them. Without new life and an authentic evangelical spirit, without the Church’s “fidelity to 
her own calling”, any new structure will soon prove ineffective.  
 

An ecclesial renewal which cannot be deferred  

 
27. I dream of a “missionary option”, that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming 
everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, 
language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world 
rather than for her self-preservation. The renewal of structures demanded by pastoral 
conversion can only be understood in this light: as part of an effort to make them more 
mission-oriented, to make ordinary pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and open, 
to inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire to go forth and in this way to elicit a positive 
response from all those whom Jesus summons to friendship with himself. As John Paul II 
once said to the Bishops of Oceania: “All renewal in the Church must have mission as 
its goal if it is not to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial introversion”.25  

 

28. The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because it possesses great flexibility, 
it can assume quite different contours depending on the openness and missionary creativity 
of the pastor and the community. While certainly not the only institution which evangelizes, 
if the parish proves capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it continues to be “the 
Church living in the midst of the homes of her sons and daughters”.26 This presumes that it 
really is in contact with the homes and the lives of its people, and does not become a 
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useless structure out of touch with people or a self-absorbed group made up of a chosen 
few. The parish is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an environment for 
hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, charitable 
outreach, worship and celebration.27 In all its activities the parish encourages and trains 
its members to be evangelizers.28 It is a community of communities, a sanctuary where 
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a center of constant missionary 
outreach. We must admit, though, that the call to review and renew our parishes has not yet 
sufficed to bring them nearer to people, to make them environments of living communion 
and participation, and to make them completely mission-oriented.  
 
29. Other Church institutions, basic communities and small communities, movements, and 
forms of association are a source of enrichment for the Church, raised up by the Spirit for 
evangelizing different areas and sectors. Frequently they bring a new evangelizing fervor 
and a new capacity for dialogue with the world whereby the Church is renewed. But it will 
prove beneficial for them not to lose contact with the rich reality of the local parish and to 
participate readily in the overall pastoral activity of the particular Church.29 This kind of 
integration will prevent them from concentrating only on part of the Gospel or the Church, or 
becoming nomads without roots.  
 
30. Each particular Church, as a portion of the Catholic Church under the leadership of its 
bishop, is likewise called to missionary conversion. It is the primary subject of 
evangelization,30 since it is the concrete manifestation of the one Church in one specific 
place, and in it “the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church of Christ is truly present 
and operative”.31 It is the Church incarnate in a certain place, equipped with all the means of 
salvation bestowed by Christ, but with local features. Its joy in communicating Jesus Christ 
is expressed both by a concern to preach him to areas in greater need and in constantly 
going forth to the outskirts of its own territory or towards new sociocultural settings.32 

Wherever the need for the light and the life of the Risen Christ is greatest, it will want to be 
there.33 To make this missionary impulse ever more focused, generous and fruitful, I 
encourage each particular Church to undertake a resolute process of discernment, 
purification and reform.  
 
31. The bishop must always foster this missionary communion in his diocesan Church, 
following the ideal of the first Christian communities, in which the believers were of one 
heart and one soul (cf. Acts 4:32). To do so, he will sometimes go before his people, 
pointing the way and keeping their hope vibrant. At other times, he will simply be in their 
midst with his unassuming and merciful presence. At yet other times, he will have to walk 
after them, helping those who lag behind and—above all—allowing the flock to strike out on 
new paths. In his mission of fostering a dynamic, open and missionary communion, he will 
have to encourage and develop the means of participation proposed in the Code of Canon 
Law,34 and other forms of pastoral dialogue, out of a desire to listen to everyone and not 
simply to those who would tell him what he would like to hear. Yet the principal aim of these 
participatory processes should not be ecclesiastical organization but rather the missionary 
aspiration of reaching everyone.  
 
32. Since I am called to put into practice what I ask of others, I too must think about a 
conversion of the papacy. It is my duty, as the Bishop of Rome, to be open to suggestions 
which can help make the exercise of my ministry more faithful to the meaning which Jesus 
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Christ wished to give it and to the present needs of evangelization. Pope John Paul II asked 
for help in finding “a way of exercising the primacy which, while in no way renouncing what 
is essential to its mission, is nonetheless open to a new situation”.35 We have made little 
progress in this regard. The papacy and the central structures of the universal Church also 
need to hear the call to pastoral conversion. The Second Vatican Council stated that, like 
the ancient patriarchal Churches, episcopal conferences are in a position “to contribute in 
many and fruitful ways to the concrete realization of the collegial spirit”.36 Yet this desire has 
not been fully realized, since a juridical status of episcopal conferences which would see 
them as subjects of specific attributions, including genuine doctrinal authority, has not yet 
been sufficiently elaborated.37 Excessive centralization, rather than proving helpful, 
complicates the Church’s life and her missionary outreach.  
 
33. Pastoral ministry in a missionary key seeks to abandon the complacent attitude that 
says: “We have always done it this way”. I invite everyone to be bold and creative in this 
task of rethinking the goals, structures, style and methods of evangelization in their 
respective communities. A proposal of goals without an adequate communal search for 
the means of achieving them will inevitably prove illusory. I encourage everyone to apply 
the guidelines found in this document generously and courageously, without inhibitions or 
fear. The important thing is to not walk alone, but to rely on each other as brothers and 
sisters, and especially under the leadership of the bishops, in a wise and realistic pastoral 
discernment.  
 

III. From the heart of the Gospel  

 
34. If we attempt to put all things in a missionary key, this will also affect the way we 
communicate the message. In today’s world of instant communication and occasionally 
biased media coverage, the message we preach runs a greater risk of being distorted or 
reduced to some of its secondary aspects. In this way certain issues which are part of the 
Church’s moral teaching are taken out of the context which gives them their meaning. The 
biggest problem is when the message we preach then seems identified with those 
secondary aspects which, important as they are, do not in and of themselves convey the 
heart of Christ’s message. We need to be realistic and not assume that our audience 
understands the full background to what we are saying, or is capable of relating what we 
say to the very heart of the Gospel which gives it meaning, beauty and attractiveness.  
 
35. Pastoral ministry in a missionary style is not obsessed with the disjointed transmission 
of a multitude of doctrines to be insistently imposed. When we adopt a pastoral goal and a 
missionary style which would actually reach everyone without exception or exclusion, the 
message has to concentrate on the essentials, on what is most beautiful, most grand, 

most appealing and at the same time most necessary. The message is 
simplified, while losing none of its depth and truth, and thus becomes all the more 

forceful and convincing.  
 
36. All revealed truths derive from the same divine source and are to be believed with the 
same faith, yet some of them are more important for giving direct expression to the heart of 
the Gospel. In this basic core, what shines forth is the beauty of the saving love of God 
made manifest in Jesus Christ who died and rose from the dead. In this sense, the 
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Second Vatican Council explained, “in Catholic doctrine there exists an order or a 

‘hierarchy’ of truths, since they vary in their relation to the foundation of the 
Christian faith”.38 This holds true as much for the dogmas of faith as for the whole corpus 
of the Church’s teaching, including her moral teaching.  
 
37. Saint Thomas Aquinas taught that the Church’s moral teaching has its own “hierarchy”, 
in the virtues and in the acts which proceed from them.39 What counts above all else is 
“faith working through love” (Gal 5:6). Works of love directed to one’s neighbor are the 
most perfect external manifestation of the interior grace of the Spirit: “The foundation of 
the New Law is in the grace of the Holy Spirit, who is manifested in the faith which 
works through love”.40 Thomas thus explains that, as far as external works are concerned, 
mercy is the greatest of all the virtues: “In itself mercy is the greatest of the virtues, since 
all the others revolve around it and, more than this, it makes up for their deficiencies. This 
is particular to the superior virtue, and as such it is proper to God to have mercy, through 
which his omnipotence is manifested to the greatest degree”.41  

 

38. It is important to draw out the pastoral consequences of the Council’s teaching, which 

reflects an ancient conviction of the Church. First, it needs to be said that in preaching the 

Gospel a fitting sense of proportion has to be maintained. This would be seen in the 
frequency with which certain themes are brought up and in the emphasis given to them in 
preaching. For example, if in the course of the liturgical year a parish priest speaks about 
temperance ten times but only mentions charity or justice two or three times, an imbalance 
results, and precisely those virtues which ought to be most present in preaching and 
catechesis are overlooked. The same thing happens when we speak more about law than 
about grace, more about the Church than about Christ, more about the Pope than about 
God’s word.  
 
39. Just as the organic unity existing among the virtues means that no one of them can be 
excluded from the Christian ideal, so no truth may be denied. The integrity of the Gospel 
message must not be deformed. What is more, each truth is better understood when related 
to the harmonious totality of the Christian message; in this context all of the truths are 
important and illumine one another. When preaching is faithful to the Gospel, the centrality 
of certain truths is evident and it becomes clear that Christian morality is not a form of 
stoicism [quality or behavior of a person who accepts what happens without complaining or showing 

emotion], or self-denial, or merely a practical philosophy or a catalogue of sins and faults. 
Before all else, the Gospel invites us to respond to the God of love who saves us, to 
see God in others and to go forth from ourselves to seek the good of others. Under no 
circumstance can this invitation be obscured! All of the virtues are at the service of this 
response of love. If this invitation does not radiate forcefully and attractively, the edifice of 
the Church’s moral teaching risks becoming a house of cards, and this is our greatest risk. It 
would mean that it is not the Gospel which is being preached, but certain doctrinal or moral 
points based on specific ideological options. The message will run the risk of losing its 
freshness and will cease to have “the fragrance of the Gospel”. 
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Session 15, P 76 Para 78-109 
 

Refers back to Session 9 and JPII – Redemptoris Missio 

 

 APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 

FRANCIS 

TO THE BISHOPS, CLERGY, CONSECRATED PERSONS 

AND THE LAY FAITHFUL 

ON THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN TODAY’S WORLD 

 

Yes to the challenge of a missionary spirituality 

 

78. Today we are seeing in many pastoral workers, including consecrated men and women, 
an inordinate concern for their personal freedom and relaxation, which leads them to see 
their work as a mere appendage to their life, as if it were not part of their very identity. At the 
same time, the spiritual life comes to be identified with a few religious exercises which can 
offer a certain comfort but which do not encourage encounter with others, engagement with 
the world or a passion for evangelization. As a result, one can observe in many agents of 
evangelization, even though they pray, a heightened individualism, a crisis of identity and a 
cooling of fervor. These are three evils which fuel one another.  
 
79. At times our media culture and some intellectual circles convey a marked skepticism 
with regard to the Church’s message, along with a certain cynicism. As a consequence, 
many pastoral workers, although they pray, develop a sort of inferiority complex which leads 
them to relativize or conceal their Christian identity and convictions. This produces a vicious 
circle. They end up being unhappy with who they are and what they do; they do not identify 
with their mission of evangelization and this weakens their commitment. They end up stifling 
the joy of mission with a kind of obsession about being like everyone else and possessing 
what everyone else possesses. Their work of evangelization thus becomes forced, and they 
devote little energy and very limited time to it.  
 
80. Pastoral workers can thus fall into a relativism which, whatever their particular style of 
spirituality or way of thinking, proves even more dangerous than doctrinal relativism. It has 
to do with the deepest and inmost decisions that shape their way of life. This practical 
relativism consists in acting as if God did not exist, making decisions as if the poor did not 
exist, setting goals as if others did not exist, working as if people who have not received the 
Gospel did not exist. It is striking that even some who clearly have solid doctrinal and 
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spiritual convictions frequently fall into a lifestyle which leads to an attachment to financial 
security, or to a desire for power or human glory at all cost, rather than giving their lives to 
others in mission. Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of missionary enthusiasm!  
 

No to selfishness and spiritual sloth  

 

 

81. At a time when we most need a missionary dynamism which will bring salt and light to 
the world, many lay people fear that they may be asked to undertake some apostolic work 
and they seek to avoid any responsibility that may take away from their free time. For 
example, it has become very difficult today to find trained parish catechists willing to 
persevere in this work for some years. Something similar is also happening with priests who 
are obsessed with protecting their free time. This is frequently due to the fact that people 
feel an overbearing need to guard their personal freedom, as though the task of 
evangelization was a dangerous poison rather than a joyful response to God’s love which 
summons us to mission and makes us fulfilled and productive. Some resist giving 
themselves over completely to mission and thus end up in a state of paralysis and acedia [a 

state of restlessness and inability either to work or to pray]. 
 
82. The problem is not always an excess of activity, but rather activity undertaken badly, 
without adequate motivation, without a spirituality which would permeate it and make it 
pleasurable. As a result, work becomes more tiring than necessary, even leading at times to 
illness. Far from a content and happy tiredness, this is a tense, burdensome, dissatisfying 
and, in the end, unbearable fatigue. This pastoral acedia can be caused by a number of 
things. Some fall into it because they throw themselves into unrealistic projects and are not 
satisfied simply to do what they reasonably can. Others, because they lack the patience to 
allow processes to mature; they want everything to fall from heaven. Others, because they 
are attached to a few projects or vain dreams of success. Others, because they have lost 
real contact with people and so depersonalize their work that they are more concerned with 
the road map than with the journey itself. Others fall into acedia because they are unable to 
wait; they want to dominate the rhythm of life. Today’s obsession with immediate results 
makes it hard for pastoral workers to tolerate anything that smacks of disagreement, 
possible failure, criticism, the cross. 
  
83. And so the biggest threat of all gradually takes shape: “the gray pragmatism of the daily 
life of the Church, in which all appears to proceed normally, while in reality faith is wearing 
down and degenerating into small-mindedness”.63 A tomb psychology thus develops and 
slowly transforms Christians into mummies in a museum. Disillusioned with reality, with the 
Church and with themselves, they experience a constant temptation to cling to a faint 
melancholy, lacking in hope, which seizes the heart like “the most precious of the devil’s 
potions”.64 Called to radiate light and communicate life, in the end they are caught up in 
things that generate only darkness and inner weariness, and slowly consume all zeal for the 
apostolate. For all this, I repeat: Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of the joy of 
evangelization!  
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No to a sterile pessimism  

 

84. The joy of the Gospel is such that it cannot be taken away from us by anyone or 
anything (cf. Jn 16:22). The evils of our world—and those of the Church—must not be 
excuses for diminishing our commitment and our fervor. Let us look upon them as 
challenges which can help us to grow. With the eyes of faith, we can see the light which the 
Holy Spirit always radiates in the midst of darkness, never forgetting that “where sin 
increased, grace has abounded all the more” (Rom 5:20). Our faith is challenged to discern 
how wine can come from water and how wheat can grow in the midst of weeds. Fifty years 
after the Second Vatican Council, we are distressed by the troubles of our age and far from 
naive optimism; yet the fact that we are more realistic must not mean that we are any less 
trusting in the Spirit or less generous. In this sense, we can once again listen to the words 
of Blessed John XXIII on the memorable day of 11 October 1962: “At times we have to 
listen, much to our regret, to the voices of people who, though burning with zeal, lack a 
sense of discretion and measure. In this modern age they can see nothing but prevarication 
and ruin … We feel that we must disagree with those prophets of doom who are always 
forecasting disaster, as though the end of the world were at hand. In our times, divine 
Providence is leading us to a new order of human relations which, by human effort and 
even beyond all expectations, are directed to the fulfilment of God’s superior and 
inscrutable designs, in which everything, even human setbacks, leads to the greater good of 
the Church”.65  

 

85. One of the more serious temptations which stifles boldness and zeal is a defeatism 
which turns us into querulous and disillusioned pessimists, “sourpusses”. Nobody can go off 
to battle unless he is fully convinced of victory beforehand. If we start without confidence, 
we have already lost half the battle and we bury our talents. While painfully aware of our 
own frailties, we have to march on without giving in, keeping in mind what the Lord said to 
Saint Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Cor 12:9). Christian triumph is always a cross, yet a cross which is at the same time a 
victorious banner borne with aggressive tenderness against the assaults of evil. The evil 
spirit of defeatism is brother to the temptation to separate, before its time, the wheat from 
the weeds; it is the fruit of an anxious and self-centered lack of trust.  
 
86. In some places a spiritual “desertification” has evidently come about, as the result of 
attempts by some societies to build without God or to eliminate their Christian roots. In 
those places “the Christian world is becoming sterile, and it is depleting itself like an 
overexploited ground, which transforms into a desert”.66 In other countries, violent 
opposition to Christianity forces Christians to hide their faith in their own beloved homeland. 
This is another painful kind of desert. But family and the workplace can also be a parched 
place where faith nonetheless has to be preserved and communicated. Yet “it is starting 
from the experience of this desert, from this void, that we can again discover the joy of 
believing, its vital importance for us men and women. In the desert we rediscover the value 
of what is essential for living; thus in today’s world there are innumerable signs, often 
expressed implicitly or negatively, of the thirst for God, for the ultimate meaning of 
life. And in the desert people of faith are needed who, by the example of their own lives, 
point out the way to the Promised Land and keep hope alive”.67 In these situations we are 
called to be living sources of water from which others can drink. At times, this becomes a 
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heavy cross, but it was from the cross, from his pierced side, that our Lord gave himself to 
us as a source of living water. Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of hope!  
 

Yes to the new relationships brought by Christ  

 

87. Today, when the networks and means of human communication have made 
unprecedented advances, we sense the challenge of finding and sharing a “mystique” of 
living together, of mingling and encounter, of embracing and supporting one another, of 
stepping into this flood tide which, while chaotic, can become a genuine experience of 
fraternity, a caravan of solidarity, a sacred pilgrimage. Greater possibilities for 
communication thus turn into greater possibilities for encounter and solidarity for 
everyone. If we were able to take this route, it would be so good, so soothing, so liberating 
and hope-filled! To go out of ourselves and to join others is healthy for us. To be self-
enclosed is to taste the bitter poison of immanence [quality of being contained within, or 

remaining within the boundaries of a person, of the world, or of the mind], and humanity will be worse 
for every selfish choice we make.  
 
88. The Christian ideal will always be a summons to overcome suspicion, habitual 
mistrust, fear of losing our privacy, all the defensive attitudes which today’s world 
imposes on us. Many try to escape from others and take refuge in the comfort of their 
privacy or in a small circle of close friends, renouncing the realism of the social aspect of 
the Gospel. For just as some people want a purely spiritual Christ, without flesh and without 
the cross, they also want their interpersonal relationships provided by sophisticated 
equipment, by screens and systems which can be turned on and off on command. 
Meanwhile, the Gospel tells us constantly to run the risk of a face-to-face encounter with 
others, with their physical presence which challenges us, with their pain and their 
pleas, with their joy which infects us in our close and continuous interaction. True faith in 
the incarnate Son of God is inseparable from self-giving, from membership in the 
community, from service, from reconciliation with others. The Son of God, by 
becoming flesh, summoned us to the revolution of tenderness.  
 
89. Isolation, which is a version of Immanentism [any of several theories according to which God 

or an abstract mind or spirit pervades the world], can find expression in a false autonomy which 
has no place for God. But in the realm of religion it can also take the form of a spiritual 
consumerism tailored to one’s own unhealthy individualism. The return to the sacred and 
the quest for spirituality which mark our own time are ambiguous phenomena. Today, our 
challenge is not so much atheism as the need to respond adequately to many people’s 
thirst for God, lest they try to satisfy it with alienating solutions or with a disembodied Jesus 
who demands nothing of us with regard to others. Unless these people find in the Church a 
spirituality which can offer healing and liberation, and fill them with life and peace, while at 
the same time summoning them to fraternal communion and missionary fruitfulness, they 
will end up by being taken in by solutions which neither make life truly human nor give glory 
to God.  
 
90. Genuine forms of popular religiosity are incarnate, since they are born of the incarnation 
of Christian faith in popular culture. For this reason they entail a personal relationship, not 
with vague spiritual energies or powers, but with God, with Christ, with Mary, with the saints. 
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These devotions are fleshy, they have a face. They are capable of fostering relationships 
and not just enabling escapism. In other parts of our society, we see the growing 
attraction to various forms of a “spirituality of well-being” divorced from any community 
life, or to a “theology of prosperity” detached from responsibility for our brothers and sisters, 
or to depersonalized experiences which are nothing more than a form of self-centeredness. 
  
91. One important challenge is to show that the solution will never be found in fleeing 
from a personal and committed relationship with God which at the same time 
commits us to serving others. This happens frequently nowadays, as believers seek to 
hide or keep apart from others, or quietly flit from one place to another or from one task to 
another, without creating deep and stable bonds. “Imaginatio locorum et mutatio multos 
fefellit”.68[The fancying and change many fail] This is a false remedy which cripples the heart and 
at times the body as well. We need to help others to realize that the only way is to learn 
how to encounter others with the right attitude, which is to accept and esteem them as 
companions along the way, without interior resistance. Better yet, it means learning to 
find Jesus in the faces of others, in their voices, in their pleas. And learning to suffer in 
the embrace of the crucified Jesus whenever we are unjustly attacked or meet with 
ingratitude, never tiring of our decision to live in fraternity.69  

 

92. There indeed we find true healing, since the way to relate to others which truly heals 
instead of debilitating us, is a mystical fraternity, a contemplative fraternity. It is a 
fraternal love capable of seeing the sacred grandeur of our neighbor, of finding God in every 
human being, of tolerating the nuisances of life in common by clinging to the love of God, of 
opening the heart to divine love and seeking the happiness of others just as their heavenly 
Father does. Here and now, especially where we are a “little flock” (Lk 12:32), the Lord’s 
disciples are called to live as a community which is the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world (cf. Mt 5:13-16). We are called to bear witness to a constantly new way of living 
together in fidelity to the Gospel.70 Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of community!  
 

No to spiritual worldliness  

 
93. Spiritual worldliness, which hides behind the appearance of piety and even love for 
the Church, consists in seeking not the Lord’s glory but human glory and personal 
well-being. It is what the Lord reprimanded the Pharisees for: “How can you believe, who 
receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?” 
(Jn 5:44). It is a subtle way of seeking one’s “own interests, not those of Jesus Christ” (Phil 
2:21). It takes on many forms, depending on the kinds of persons and groups into which it 
seeps. Since it is based on carefully cultivated appearances, it is not always linked to 
outward sin; from without, everything appears as it should be. But if it were to seep into the 
Church, “it would be infinitely more disastrous than any other worldliness which is simply 
moral”.71  

 

94. This worldliness can be fueled in two deeply interrelated ways. One is the attraction of 
Gnosticism [having knowledge; Gnosticism was a second-century heresy claiming 
that salvation could be gained through secret knowledge. Gnosticism is derived from the Greek 

word gnosis, meaning "to know" or "knowledge.], a purely subjective faith whose only interest is 
a certain experience or a set of ideas and bits of information which are meant to console 
and enlighten, but which ultimately keep one imprisoned in his or her own thoughts and 

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-heresy-700684
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-gods-plan-of-salvation-700502
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feelings. The other is the self-absorbed promethean [defiant of authority or limits] neo-
pelagianism [excludes the necessity of Grace for salvation, again it is individualistic, again it excludes a 

dependence on God, which is at the heart of Francis' preaching on 'mercy'.] of those who ultimately 
trust only in their own powers and feel superior to others because they observe certain rules 
or remain intransigently faithful to a particular Catholic style from the past. A supposed 
soundness of doctrine or discipline leads instead to a narcissistic and authoritarian elitism, 
whereby instead of evangelizing, one analyzes and classifies others, and instead of opening 
the door to grace, one exhausts his or her energies in inspecting and verifying. In neither 
case is one really concerned about Jesus Christ or others. These are manifestations of an 
anthropocentric [philosophical viewpoint arguing that human beings are the central or most significant 

entities in the world. This is a basic belief embedded in many Western religions and philosophies.] 
Immanentism [any of several theories according to which God or an abstract mind or spirit pervades the 

world] It is impossible to think that a genuine evangelizing thrust could emerge from these 
adulterated forms of Christianity.  
 
95. This insidious worldliness is evident in a number of attitudes which appear opposed, yet 
all have the same pretense of “taking over the space of the Church”. In some people we 
see an ostentatious preoccupation for the liturgy, for doctrine and for the Church’s prestige, 
but without any concern that the Gospel have a real impact on God’s faithful people and the 
concrete needs of the present time. In this way, the life of the Church turns into a museum 
piece or something which is the property of a select few. In others, this spiritual worldliness 
lurks behind a fascination with social and political gain, or pride in their ability to manage 
practical affairs, or an obsession with programs of self-help and self-realization. It can also 
translate into a concern to be seen, into a social life full of appearances, meetings, dinners 
and receptions. It can also lead to a business mentality, caught up with management, 
statistics, plans and evaluations whose principal beneficiary is not God’s people but the 
Church as an institution. The mark of Christ, incarnate, crucified and risen, is not present; 
closed and elite groups are formed, and no effort is made to go forth and seek out those 
who are distant or the immense multitudes who thirst for Christ. Evangelical fervor is 
replaced by the empty pleasure of complacency and self-indulgence.  
 
96. This way of thinking also feeds the vainglory of those who are content to have a 
modicum of power and would rather be the general of a defeated army than a mere private 
in a unit which continues to fight. How often we dream up vast apostolic projects, 
meticulously planned, just like defeated generals! But this is to deny our history as a 
Church, which is glorious precisely because it is a history of sacrifice, of hopes and daily 
struggles, of lives spent in service and fidelity to work, tiring as it may be, for all work is “the 
sweat of our brow”. Instead, we waste time talking about “what needs to be done”—in 
Spanish we call this the sin of “habriaqueísmo”[“I would have?”]—like spiritual masters 
and pastoral experts who give instructions from on high. We indulge in endless fantasies 
and we lose contact with the real lives and difficulties of our people.  
 
97. Those who have fallen into this worldliness look on from above and afar, they reject the 
prophecy of their brothers and sisters, they discredit those who raise questions, they 
constantly point out the mistakes of others and they are obsessed by appearances. Their 
hearts are open only to the limited horizon of their own immanence and interests, and as a 
consequence they neither learn from their sins nor are they genuinely open to forgiveness. 
This is a tremendous corruption disguised as a good. We need to avoid it by making the 
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Church constantly go out from herself, keeping her mission focused on Jesus Christ, 
and her commitment to the poor. God save us from a worldly Church with superficial 
spiritual and pastoral trappings! This stifling worldliness can only be healed by breathing in 
the pure air of the Holy Spirit who frees us from self-centeredness cloaked in an outward 
religiosity bereft of God. Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of the Gospel!  
 

No to warring among ourselves  

 
98. How many wars take place within the people of God and in our different communities! In 
our neighborhoods and in the workplace, how many wars are caused by envy and jealousy, 
even among Christians! Spiritual worldliness leads some Christians to war with other 
Christians who stand in the way of their quest for power, prestige, pleasure and economic 
security. Some are even no longer content to live as part of the greater Church community 
but stoke a spirit of exclusivity, creating an “inner circle”. Instead of belonging to the whole 
Church in all its rich variety, they belong to this or that group which thinks itself different or 
special.  
 
99. Our world is being torn apart by wars and violence, and wounded by a widespread 
individualism which divides human beings, setting them against one another as they pursue 
their own well-being. In various countries, conflicts and old divisions from the past are re-
emerging. I especially ask Christians in communities throughout the world to offer a radiant 
and attractive witness of fraternal communion. Let everyone admire how you care for one 
another, and how you encourage and accompany one another: “By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35). This was 
Jesus’ heartfelt prayer to the Father: “That they may all be one... in us... so that the 
world may believe” (Jn 17:21). Beware of the temptation of jealousy! We are all in the 
same boat and headed to the same port! Let us ask for the grace to rejoice in the gifts of 
each, which belong to all.  
 
100. Those wounded by historical divisions find it difficult to accept our invitation to 
forgiveness and reconciliation, since they think that we are ignoring their pain or are 
asking them to give up their memory and ideals. But if they see the witness of 
authentically fraternal and reconciled communities, they will find that witness luminous and 
attractive. It always pains me greatly to discover how some Christian communities, and 
even consecrated persons, can tolerate different forms of enmity, division, calumny, 
defamation, vendetta, jealousy and the desire to impose certain ideas at all costs, even to 
persecutions which appear as veritable witch hunts. Whom are we going to evangelize if 
this is the way we act?  
 
<Deacon Tom’s commentary: As we look across 2000 years of Catholic History, we see the 
divisiveness of heresies and separation. Even to this day, we see schisms that continue to 
separate Faith Traditions to the point of extreme animosity bordering on hatred. How do we 
reconcile our beliefs under the one umbrella of the a Triune God calling us to be One, just 
as Christ and the Heavenly Father are one? See paragraph 99 above for Francis’s 
perspective.> 
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101. Let us ask the Lord to help us understand the law of love. How good it is to have 
this law! How much good it does us to love one another, in spite of everything. Yes, in spite 
of everything! Saint Paul’s exhortation is directed to each of us: “Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom 12:21). And again: “Let us not grow weary in doing 
what is right” (Gal 6:9). We all have our likes and dislikes, and perhaps at this very moment 
we are angry with someone. At least let us say to the Lord: “Lord, I am angry with this 
person, with that person. I pray to you for him and for her”. To pray for a person with 
whom I am irritated is a beautiful step forward in love, and an act of evangelization. 
Let us do it today! Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of the ideal of fraternal love!  
 

Other ecclesial challenges  

 
102. Lay people are, put simply, the vast majority of the people of God. The minority—
ordained ministers—are at their service. There has been a growing awareness of the 
identity and mission of the laity in the Church. We can count on many lay persons, although 
still not nearly enough, who have a deeply-rooted sense of community and great fidelity to 
the tasks of charity, catechesis and the celebration of the faith. At the same time, a clear 
awareness of this responsibility of the laity, grounded in their baptism and confirmation, 
does not appear in the same way in all places. In some cases, it is because lay persons 
have not been given the formation needed to take on important responsibilities. In others, it 
is because in their particular Churches room has not been made for them to speak and to 
act, due to an excessive clericalism which keeps them away from decision-making. Even if 
many are now involved in the lay ministries, this involvement is not reflected in a greater 
penetration of Christian values in the social, political and economic sectors. It often remains 
tied to tasks within the Church, without a real commitment to applying the Gospel to the 
transformation of society. The formation of the laity and the evangelization of 
professional and intellectual life represent a significant pastoral challenge.  
 
103. The Church acknowledges the indispensable contribution which women make to 
society through the sensitivity, intuition and other distinctive skill sets which they, more than 
men, tend to possess. I think, for example, of the special concern which women show to 
others, which finds a particular, even if not exclusive, expression in motherhood. I readily 
acknowledge that many women share pastoral responsibilities with priests, helping to guide 
people, families and groups and offering new contributions to theological reflection. But we 
need to create still broader opportunities for a more incisive female presence in the Church. 
Because “the feminine genius is needed in all expressions in the life of society, the 
presence of women must also be guaranteed in the workplace”72 and in the various 
other settings where important decisions are made, both in the Church and in social 
structures.  
 
104. Demands that the legitimate rights of women be respected, based on the firm 
conviction that men and women are equal in dignity, present the Church with profound and 
challenging questions which cannot be lightly evaded. The reservation of the priesthood 
to males, as a sign of Christ the Spouse who gives himself in the Eucharist, is not a 
question open to discussion, but it can prove especially divisive if sacramental 
power is too closely identified with power in general. It must be remembered that when 
we speak of sacramental power “we are in the realm of function, not that of dignity or 
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holiness”.73 The ministerial priesthood is one means employed by Jesus for the service of 
his people, yet our great dignity derives from baptism, which is accessible to all. The 
configuration of the priest to Christ the head—namely, as the principal source of grace—
does not imply an exaltation which would set him above others. In the Church, functions “do 
not favor the superiority of some vis-à-vis the others”.74 Indeed, a woman, Mary, is more 
important than the bishops. Even when the function of ministerial priesthood is considered 
“hierarchical”, it must be remembered that “it is totally ordered to the holiness of Christ’s 
members”.75 Its key and axis is not power understood as domination, but the power to 
administer the sacrament of the Eucharist; this is the origin of its authority, which is always 
a service to God’s people. This presents a great challenge for pastors and theologians, who 
are in a position to recognize more fully what this entails with regard to the possible role of 
women in decision-making in different areas of the Church’s life.  
 
105. Youth ministry, as traditionally organized, has also suffered the impact of social 
changes. Young people often fail to find responses to their concerns, needs, problems and 
hurts in the usual structures. As adults, we find it hard to listen patiently to them, to 
appreciate their concerns and demands, and to speak to them in a language they can 
understand. For the same reason, our efforts in the field of education do not produce the 
results expected. The rise and growth of associations and movements mostly made up of 
young people can be seen as the work of the Holy Spirit, who blazes new trails to meet their 
expectations and their search for a deep spirituality and a more real sense of belonging. 
There remains a need, however, to ensure that these associations actively participate in the 
Church’s overall pastoral efforts.76  

 

106. Even if it is not always easy to approach young people, progress has been made in 
two areas: the awareness that the entire community is called to evangelize and 
educate the young, and the urgent need for the young to exercise greater leadership. We 
should recognize that despite the present crisis of commitment and communal relationships, 
many young people are making common cause before the problems of our world and are 
taking up various forms of activism and volunteer work. Some take part in the life of the 
Church as members of service groups and various missionary initiatives in their own 
dioceses and in other places. How beautiful it is to see that young people are “street 
preachers” (callejeros de la fe [street of Faith]), joyfully bringing Jesus to every street, 
every town square and every corner of the earth!  
 
107. Many places are experiencing a dearth of vocations to the priesthood and consecrated 
life. This is often due to a lack of contagious apostolic fervor in communities which results in 
a cooling of enthusiasm and attractiveness. Wherever there is life, fervor and a desire to 
bring Christ to others, genuine vocations will arise. Even in parishes where priests are not 
particularly committed or joyful, the fraternal life and fervor of the community can awaken in 
the young a desire to consecrate themselves completely to God and to the preaching of the 
Gospel. This is particularly true if such a living community prays insistently for vocations and 
courageously proposes to its young people the path of special consecration. On the other 
hand, despite the scarcity of vocations, today we are increasingly aware of the need for a 
better process of selecting candidates to the priesthood. Seminaries cannot accept 
candidates on the basis of any motivation whatsoever, especially if those motivations have 
to do with affective insecurity or the pursuit of power, human glory or economic well-being.  
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108. As I mentioned above, I have not sought to offer a complete diagnosis, but I invite 
communities to complete and enrich these perspectives on the basis of their awareness of 
the challenges facing them and their neighbors. It is my hope that, in doing so, they will 
realize that whenever we attempt to read the signs of the times it is helpful to listen to young 
people and the elderly. Both represent a source of hope for every people. The elderly bring 
with them memory and the wisdom of experience, which warns us not to foolishly repeat our 
past mistakes. Young people call us to renewed and expansive hope, for they represent 
new directions for humanity and open us up to the future, lest we cling to a nostalgia for 
structures and customs which are no longer life-giving in today’s world.  
 
109. Challenges exist to be overcome! Let us be realists, but without losing our joy, our 
boldness and our hope-filled commitment. Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of 
missionary vigor! 
 

Spiritual Gifts – 1st Corinthians Chap 12 & Romans 12 

Also known as Charisms 

Passages mentioned in the presentation: 

John 20:19 – 23 – Role of the Holy Spirit 
 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with 

you."  

20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord.  

21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you."  

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  

23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  

 

 

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.  

25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see 
in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand in his side, I will not believe."  

26 Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The 
doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, "Peace be with you."  

27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing."  

28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"  
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29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet believe."  

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book;  

31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in his name.  

Acts 2:1-4 
 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  

2 And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting.  

3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.  

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave 

them utterance.  

 

Acts 2:14-16 

v 14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and 

all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words.  

15 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day;  

16 but this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  

 
 

22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders and signs which God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know--  

23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of lawless men.  

24 But God raised him up, having loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.  

 

Acts 3:1- 
 

1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.  

2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at that gate of the temple which 

is called Beautiful to ask alms of those who entered the temple.  

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked for alms.  

4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, with John, and said, "Look at us."  
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5 And he fixed his attention upon them, expecting to receive something from them.  

6 But Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, but I give you what I have; in the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, walk."  

7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were 

made strong.  

8 And leaping up he stood and walked and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 

praising God.  

9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God,  

10 and recognized him as the one who sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they 

were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called 

Solomon's, astounded.  

12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people, "Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or 

why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?  

13 The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 

Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release 

him.  

14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,  

15 and killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.  

16 And his name, by faith in his name, has made this man strong whom you see and know; and the 

faith which is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.  

17 "And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.  

 

18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should suffer, he thus 

fulfilled.  

19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may 

come from the presence of the Lord,  

20 and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus,  

21 whom heaven must receive until the time for establishing all that God spoke by the mouth of his 

holy prophets from of old.  

 
 

Session 16, P 80 Para 119 to 134 
 

 APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 

FRANCIS 
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TO THE BISHOPS, CLERGY, CONSECRATED PERSONS 

AND THE LAY FAITHFUL 

ON THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN TODAY’S WORLD 

 

We are all missionary disciples  

 
119. In all the baptized, from first to last, the sanctifying power of the Spirit is at work, 
impelling us to evangelization. The people of God is holy thanks to this anointing, which 
makes it infallible in credendo. This means that it does not err in faith, even though it may 
not find words to explain that faith. The Spirit guides it in truth and leads it to 
salvation.96 As part of his mysterious love for humanity, God furnishes the totality of the 
faithful with an instinct of faith—sensus fidei—which helps them to discern what is truly of 
God. The presence of the Spirit gives Christians a certain connaturality [belonging to a person 

or thing by nature or from birth or origin; inborn] with divine realities, and a wisdom which enables 
them to grasp those realities intuitively, even when they lack the wherewithal to give them 
precise expression.  
 
120. In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have become 
missionary disciples (cf. Mt 28:19). All the baptized, whatever their position in the Church 
or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelization, and it would be 
insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelization to be carried out by professionals while the 
rest of the faithful would simply be passive recipients. The new evangelization calls for 
personal involvement on the part of each of the baptized. Every Christian is challenged, 
here and now, to be actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly 
experienced God’s saving love does not need much time or lengthy training to go out and 
proclaim that love. Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she has 
encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we are “disciples” and 
“missionaries”, but rather that we are always “missionary disciples”. If we are not 
convinced, let us look at those first disciples, who, immediately after encountering the gaze 
of Jesus, went forth to proclaim him joyfully: “We have found the Messiah!” (Jn 1:41). The 
Samaritan woman became a missionary immediately after speaking with Jesus and many 
Samaritans come to believe in him “because of the woman’s testimony” (Jn 4:39). So 
too, Saint Paul, after his encounter with Jesus Christ, “immediately proclaimed Jesus” 
(Acts 9:20; cf. 22:6-21). So what are we waiting for?  
 
121. Of course, all of us are called to mature in our work as evangelizers. We want to have 
better training, a deepening love and a clearer witness to the Gospel. In this sense, we 
ought to let others be constantly evangelizing us. But this does not mean that we 
should postpone the evangelizing mission; rather, each of us should find ways to 
communicate Jesus wherever we are. All of us are called to offer others an explicit witness 
to the saving love of the Lord, who despite our imperfections offers us his closeness, his 
word and his strength, and gives meaning to our lives. In your heart you know that it is not 
the same to live without him; what you have come to realize, what has helped you to live 
and given you hope, is what you also need to communicate to others. Our falling short of 
perfection should be no excuse; on the contrary, mission is a constant stimulus not to 
remain mired in mediocrity but to continue growing. The witness of faith that each Christian 
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is called to offer leads us to say with Saint Paul: “Not that I have already obtained this, or 
am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me 
his own” (Phil 3:12-13).  
 

The evangelizing power of popular piety  

 
122. In the same way, we can see that the different peoples among whom the Gospel has 
been enculturated are active collective subjects or agents of evangelization. This is because 
each people is the creator of their own culture and the protagonist of their own history. 
Culture is a dynamic reality which a people constantly recreates; each generation passes 
on a whole series of ways of approaching different existential situations to the next 
generation, which must in turn reformulate it as it confronts its own challenges. Being 
human means “being at the same time son and father of the culture to which one 
belongs”.97 Once the Gospel has been enculturated in a people, in their process of 
transmitting their culture they also transmit the faith in ever new forms; hence the 
importance of understanding evangelization as enculturation. Each portion of the people of 
God, by translating the gift of God into its own life and in accordance with its own genius, 
bears witness to the faith it has received and enriches it with new and eloquent expressions. 
One can say that “a people continuously evangelizes itself”.98 Herein lies the importance 
of popular piety, a true expression of the spontaneous missionary activity of the people of 
God. This is an ongoing and developing process, of which the Holy Spirit is the principal 
agent.99  
 
123. Popular piety enables us to see how the faith, once received, becomes embodied in a 
culture and is constantly passed on. Once looked down upon, popular piety came to be 
appreciated once more in the decades following the Council. In the Exhortation Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, Pope Paul VI gave a decisive impulse in this area. There he stated that popular 
piety “manifests a thirst for God which only the poor and the simple can know”100 and that “it 
makes people capable of generosity and sacrifice even to the point of heroism, when 
it is a question of bearing witness to belief”.101 Closer to our own time, Benedict XVI, 
speaking about Latin America, pointed out that popular piety is “a precious treasure of the 
Catholic Church”, in which “we see the soul of the Latin American peoples”.102  

 

124. The Aparecida
1
 Document describes the riches which the Holy Spirit pours forth in 

popular piety by his gratuitous initiative. On that beloved continent, where many 

                                                           
1 The Aparecida Document Paperback – August 5, 2013 

by Latin American Episcopal Conference CELAM (Author), Jorge Mario Bergoglio (Author) 

Aparecida is located in the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil 

The final document of the V General Conference of the Episcopate of Latin America and the Caribbean which met for 

the 13-31 May 2007 on the theme: Disciples and Missionaries of Jesus Christ so that our peoples may have life in 

Him. "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life" (Jn 14:6). This document contains numerous indications rich pastoral 

reflections in the light of faith and the current social context. There are ten chapters in three parts: Part One: 1. The 

Disciples in Mission 2. Look of the Disciples in Mission About Reality Part 3. The Joy of Being Disciples missionaries 

to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ 4. The Calling of the Disciples in Mission to Holiness 5. The Communion of the 

Church Missionary Disciples in June. The Formative Itinerary Missionary Disciples Part Three: 7. Disciples Mission 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Latin+American+Episcopal+Conference+CELAM&search-alias=books&field-author=Latin+American+Episcopal+Conference+CELAM&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/Jorge-Mario-Bergoglio/e/B00EDOAADG/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
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Christians express their faith through popular piety, the bishops also refer to it as “popular 
spirituality” or “the people’s mysticism”.103 It is truly “a spirituality incarnated in the culture 
of the lowly”.104 Nor is it devoid of content; rather it discovers and expresses that content 
more by way of symbols than by discursive reasoning, and in the act of faith greater accent 
is placed on credere in Deum [believing in God]  than on credere Deum [trust God] .105 It is 
“a legitimate way of living the faith, a way of feeling part of the Church and a manner of 
being missionaries”;106 it brings with itself the grace of being a missionary, of coming out of 
oneself and setting out on pilgrimage: “Journeying together to shrines and taking part in 
other manifestations of popular piety, also by taking one’s children or inviting others, is in 
itself an evangelizing gesture”.107 Let us not stifle or presume to control this missionary 
power!  
 
125. To understand this reality we need to approach it with the gaze of the Good Shepherd, 
who seeks not to judge but to love. Only from the affective connaturality born of love can we 
appreciate the theological life present in the piety of Christian peoples, especially among 
their poor. I think of the steadfast faith of those mothers tending their sick children who, 
though perhaps barely familiar with the articles of the creed, cling to a rosary; or of all the 
hope poured into a candle lighted in a humble home with a prayer for help from Mary, or in 
the gaze of tender love directed to Christ crucified. No one who loves God’s holy people will 
view these actions as the expression of a purely human search for the divine. They are the 
manifestation of a theological life nourished by the working of the Holy Spirit who 
has been poured into our hearts (cf. Rom 5:5).  
 
126. Underlying popular piety, as a fruit of the enculturated Gospel, is an active 
evangelizing power which we must not underestimate: to do so would be to fail to recognize 
the work of the Holy Spirit. Instead, we are called to promote and strengthen it, in order to 
deepen the never-ending process of enculturation. Expressions of popular piety have much 
to teach us; for those who are capable of reading them, they are a locus locus theologicus 
[location of theological] which demands our attention, especially at a time when we are 
looking to the new evangelization.  
 

Person to person  

 
127. Today, as the Church seeks to experience a profound missionary renewal, there is a 
kind of preaching which falls to each of us as a daily responsibility. It has to do with 
bringing the Gospel to the people we meet, whether they be our neighbors or complete 
strangers. This is the informal preaching which takes place in the middle of a 
conversation, something along the lines of what a missionary does when visiting a home. 
Being a disciple means being constantly ready to bring the love of Jesus to others, and this 
can happen unexpectedly and in any place: on the street, in a city square, during work, on a 
journey.  
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128. In this preaching, which is always respectful and gentle, the first step is personal 

dialogue, when the other person speaks and shares his or her joys, hopes and concerns 
for loved ones, or so many other heartfelt needs. Only afterwards is it possible to bring up 
God’s word, perhaps by reading a Bible verse or relating a story, but always keeping in 
mind the fundamental message: the personal love of God who became man, who gave 
himself up for us, who is living and who offers us his salvation and his friendship. 
This message has to be shared humbly as a testimony on the part of one who is always 
willing to learn, in the awareness that the message is so rich and so deep that it always 
exceeds our grasp. At times the message can be presented directly, at times by way of a 
personal witness or gesture, or in a way which the Holy Spirit may suggest in that particular 
situation. If it seems prudent and if the circumstances are right, this fraternal and missionary 
encounter could end with a brief prayer related to the concerns which the person may have 
expressed. In this way they will have an experience of being listened to and understood; 
they will know that their particular situation has been placed before God, and that God’s 
word really speaks to their lives.  
 
129. We should not think, however, that the Gospel message must always be 
communicated by fixed formulations learned by heart or by specific words which express an 
absolutely invariable content. This communication takes place in so many different ways 
that it would be impossible to describe or catalogue them all, and God’s people, with all their 
many gestures and signs, are its collective subject. If the Gospel is embedded in a 
culture, the message is no longer transmitted solely from person to person. In 
countries where Christianity is a minority, then, along with encouraging each of the baptized 
to proclaim the Gospel, particular Churches should actively promote at least preliminary 
forms of enculturation. The ultimate aim should be that the Gospel, as preached in 
categories proper to each culture, will create a new synthesis with that particular culture. 
This is always a slow process and at we can be overly fearful. But if we allow doubts and 
fears to dampen our courage, instead of being creative we will remain comfortable and 
make no progress whatsoever. In this case we will not take an active part in historical 
processes, but become mere onlookers as the Church gradually stagnates. 40  
 

Charisms at the service of a communion which evangelizes  

 

130. The Holy Spirit also enriches the entire evangelizing Church with different 
charisms. These gifts are meant to renew and build up the Church.108 They are not an 
inheritance, safely secured and entrusted to a small group for safekeeping; rather they are 
gifts of the Spirit integrated into the body of the Church, drawn to the center which is 
Christ and then channeled into an evangelizing impulse. A sure sign of the authenticity of a 
charism is its ecclesial character, its ability to be integrated harmoniously into the life of 
God’s holy and faithful people for the good of all. Something truly new brought about by the 
Spirit need not overshadow other gifts and spiritualities in making itself felt. To the extent 
that a charism is better directed to the heart of the Gospel, its exercise will be more 
ecclesial. It is in communion, even when this proves painful, that a charism is seen to be 
authentic and mysteriously fruitful. On the basis of her response to this challenge, the 
Church can be a model of peace in our world.  
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131. Differences between persons and communities can sometimes prove uncomfortable, 
but the Holy Spirit, who is the source of that diversity, can bring forth something good 
from all things and turn it into an attractive means of evangelization. Diversity must 
always be reconciled by the help of the Holy Spirit; he alone can raise up diversity, plurality 
and multiplicity while at the same time bringing about unity. When we, for our part, aspire 
to diversity, we become self-enclosed, exclusive and divisive; similarly, whenever we 
attempt to create unity on the basis of our human calculations, we end up imposing a 
monolithic uniformity. This is not helpful for the Church’s mission.  
 

Culture, thought and education  

 
132. Proclaiming the Gospel message to different cultures also involves proclaiming it to 
professional, scientific and academic circles. This means an encounter between faith, 
reason and the sciences with a view to developing new approaches and arguments on the 
issue of credibility, a creative apologetics109 which would encourage greater openness to 
the Gospel on the part of all. When certain categories of reason and the sciences are taken 
up into the proclamation of the message, these categories then become tools of 
evangelization; water is changed into wine. Whatever is taken up is not just redeemed, but 
becomes an instrument of the Spirit for enlightening and renewing the world.  
 
133. It is not enough that evangelizers be concerned to reach each person, or that the 
Gospel be proclaimed to the cultures as a whole. A theology—and not simply a pastoral 
theology—which is in dialogue with other sciences and human experiences is most 
important for our discernment on how best to bring the Gospel message to different cultural 
contexts and groups.110 The Church, in her commitment to evangelization, appreciates and 
encourages the charism of theologians and their scholarly efforts to advance dialogue with 
the world of cultures and sciences. I call on theologians to carry out this service as part of 
the Church’s saving mission. In doing so, however, they must always remember that the 
Church and theology exist to evangelize, and not be content with a desk-bound 
theology. 41  

 
134. Universities are outstanding environments for articulating and developing this 
evangelizing commitment in an interdisciplinary and integrated way. Catholic schools, which 
always strive to join their work of education with the explicit proclamation of the Gospel, are 
a most valuable resource for the evangelization of culture, even in those countries and cities 
where hostile situations challenge us to greater creativity in our search for suitable methods. 
 
 

Session 16, P 78 detail on Dr. Peter Kreeft & Bach 
 
[at 19:53] “I know three intelligent, sensitive souls who were saved from atheism and 
despair only by the music of Bach. No one can tell me music is mere aesthetic pleasure, 
bloom, or ornament. It is a lifeline, a prophet, a divine haunting. If there is a Bach, there is a 
God.” 
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Session 17, P 86 Para 160 to 175 
 

 APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 

FRANCIS 

TO THE BISHOPS, CLERGY, CONSECRATED PERSONS 

AND THE LAY FAITHFUL ON THE PROCLAMATION  

OF THE GOSPEL IN TODAY’S WORLD 

 

IV. Evangelization and the deeper understanding of the kerygma 

  
160. The Lord’s missionary mandate includes a call to growth in faith: “Teach them to 
observe all that I have commanded you” (Mt 28:20). Hence it is clear that that the first 
proclamation also calls for ongoing formation and maturation. Evangelization aims at a 
process of growth which entails taking seriously each person and God’s plan for his or her 
life. All of us need to grow in Christ. Evangelization should stimulate a desire for this growth, 
so that each of us can say wholeheartedly: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me” (Gal 2:20).  
 
161. It would not be right to see this call to growth exclusively or primarily in terms of 
doctrinal formation. It has to do with “observing” all that the Lord has shown us as the way 
of responding to his love. Along with the virtues, this means above all the new 
commandment, the first and the greatest of the commandments, and the one that best 
identifies us as Christ’s disciples: “This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you” (Jn 15:12). Clearly, whenever the New Testament authors want to 
present the heart of the Christian moral message, they present the essential requirement of 
love for one’s neighbor: “The one who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the whole law… 
therefore love of neighbor is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom 13:8, 10). These are the 
words of Saint Paul, for whom the commandment of love not only sums up the law but 
constitutes its very heart and purpose: “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, ‘you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Gal 5:14). To his communities Paul presents the 
Christian life as a journey of growth in love: “May the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love for one another and for all” (1 Th 3:12). Saint James likewise exhorts 
Christians to fulfil “the royal law according to the Scripture: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself” (2:8), in order not to fall short of any commandment.  
 
162. On the other hand this process of response and growth is always preceded by God’s 
gift, since the Lord first says: “Baptize them in the name…” (Mt 28:19). The Father’s free gift 
which makes us his sons and daughters, and the priority of the gift of his grace (cf. Eph 2:8-
9; 1 Cor 4:7), enable that constant sanctification which pleases God and gives him glory. In 
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this way, we allow ourselves to be transformed in Christ through a life lived “according to 
the Spirit” (Rom 8:5).  
 

Kerygmatic and mystagogical catechesis  

163. Education and catechesis are at the service of this growth. We already possess a 
number of magisterial documents and aids on catechesis issued by the Holy See and by 
various episcopates. I think in particular of the Apostolic Exhortation Catechesi Tradendae 
(1979), the General Catechetical Directory (1997) and other documents whose contents 
need not be repeated here. I would like to offer a few brief considerations which I believe to 
be of particular significance.  
 
164. In catechesis too, we have rediscovered the fundamental role of the first 
announcement or kerygma, which needs to be the center of all evangelizing activity 
and all efforts at Church renewal. The kerygma is Trinitarian. The fire of the Spirit is 
given in the form of tongues and leads us to believe in Jesus Christ who, by his death and 
resurrection, reveals and communicates to us the Father’s infinite mercy. On the lips of the 
catechist the first proclamation must ring out over and over: “Jesus Christ loves you; he 
gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day to enlighten, 
strengthen and free you.” This first proclamation is called “first” not because it exists at the 
beginning and can then be forgotten or replaced by other more important things. It is first in 
a qualitative sense because it is the principal proclamation, the one which we must hear 
again and again in different ways, the one which we must announce one way or another 
throughout the process of catechesis, at every level and moment.126 For this reason too, 
“the priest—like every other member of the Church—ought to grow in awareness that he 
himself is continually in need of being evangelized”.127  

 

165. We must not think that in catechesis the kerygma gives way to a supposedly more 
“solid” formation. Nothing is more solid, profound, secure, meaningful and wisdom-filled 
than that initial proclamation. All Christian formation consists of entering more deeply into 
the kerygma, which is reflected in and constantly illumines, the work of catechesis, thereby 
enabling us to understand more fully the significance of every subject which the latter treats. 
It is the message capable of responding to the desire for the infinite which abides in every 
human heart. The centrality of the kerygma calls for stressing those elements which are 
most needed today: it has to express God’s saving love which precedes any moral and 
religious obligation on our part; it should not impose the truth but appeal to freedom; it 
should be marked by joy, encouragement, liveliness and a harmonious balance which will 
not reduce preaching to a few doctrines which are at times more philosophical than 
evangelical. All this demands on the part of the evangelizer certain attitudes which foster 
openness to the message: approachability, readiness for dialogue, patience, a warmth and 
welcome which is non-judgmental.  
 
166. Another aspect of catechesis which has developed in recent decades is mystagogic 
initiation.128 This basically has to do with two things: a progressive experience of 
formation involving the entire community and a renewed appreciation of the liturgical 
signs of Christian initiation. Many manuals and programs have not yet taken sufficiently 
into account the need for a mystagogical renewal, one which would assume very different 
forms based on each educational community’s discernment. Catechesis is a proclamation 
of the word and is always centered on that word, yet it also demands a suitable environment 
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and an attractive presentation, the use of eloquent symbols, insertion into a broader growth 
process and the integration of every dimension of the person within a communal journey of 
hearing and response.  
 
167. Every form of catechesis would do well to attend to the “way of beauty” (via 
pulchritudinis).129 Proclaiming Christ means showing that to believe in and to follow 
him is not only something right and true, but also something beautiful, capable of 
filling life with new splendor and profound joy, even in the midst of difficulties. Every 
expression of true beauty can thus be acknowledged as a path leading to an encounter with 
the Lord Jesus. This has nothing to do with fostering an aesthetic relativism130 which would 
downplay the inseparable bond between truth, goodness and beauty, but rather a 
renewed esteem for beauty as a means of touching the human heart and enabling the truth 
and goodness of the Risen Christ to radiate within it. If, as Saint Augustine says, we love 
only that which is beautiful,131 the incarnate Son, as the revelation of infinite beauty, is 
supremely lovable and draws us to himself with bonds of love. So a formation in the via 
pulchritudinis ought to be part of our effort to pass on the faith. Each particular Church 
should encourage the use of the arts in evangelization, building on the treasures of the past 
but also drawing upon the wide variety of contemporary expressions so as to transmit the 
faith in a new “language of parables”.132 We must be bold enough to discover new signs 
and new symbols, new flesh to embody and communicate the word, and different forms of 
beauty which are valued in different cultural settings, including those unconventional modes 
of beauty which may mean little to the evangelizers, yet prove particularly attractive for 
others.  
 
168. As for the moral component of catechesis, which promotes growth in fidelity to the 
Gospel way of life, it is helpful to stress again and again the attractiveness and the ideal of a 
life of wisdom, self-fulfillment and enrichment. In the light of that positive message, our 
rejection of the evils which endanger that life can be better understood. Rather than experts 
in dire predictions, dour judges bent on rooting out every threat and deviation, we should 
appear as joyful messengers of challenging proposals, guardians of the goodness and 
beauty which shine forth in a life of fidelity to the Gospel.  
 

Personal accompaniment in processes of growth  

 
169. In a culture paradoxically suffering from anonymity and at the same time obsessed 
with the details of other people’s lives, shamelessly given over to morbid curiosity, the 
Church must look more closely and sympathetically at others whenever necessary. In our 
world, ordained ministers and other pastoral workers can make present the fragrance 
of Christ’s closeness and his personal gaze. The Church will have to initiate everyone—
priests, religious and laity—into this “art of accompaniment” which teaches us to remove 
our sandals before the sacred ground of the other (cf. Ex 3:5). The pace of this 
accompaniment must be steady and reassuring, reflecting our closeness and our 
compassionate gaze which also heals, liberates and encourages growth in the Christian life.  
 
170. Although it sounds obvious, spiritual accompaniment must lead others ever closer 
to God, in whom we attain true freedom. Some people think they are free if they can 
avoid God; they fail to see that they remain existentially orphaned, helpless, homeless. 
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They cease being pilgrims and become drifters, flitting around themselves and never getting 
anywhere. To accompany them would be counterproductive if it became a sort of therapy 
supporting their self-absorption and ceased to be a pilgrimage with Christ to the Father.  
 
171. Today more than ever we need men and women who, on the basis of their experience 
of accompanying others, are familiar with processes which call for prudence, 
understanding, patience and docility to the Spirit, so that they can protect the sheep 
from wolves who would scatter the flock. We need to practice the art of listening, which is 
more than simply hearing. Listening, in communication, is an openness of heart which 
makes possible that closeness without which genuine spiritual encounter cannot 
occur. Listening helps us to find the right gesture and word which shows that we are more 
than simply bystanders. Only through such respectful and compassionate listening can we 
enter on the paths of true growth and awaken a yearning for the Christian ideal: the desire 
to respond fully to God’s love and to bring to fruition what he has sown in our lives. But this 
always demands the patience of one who knows full well what Saint Thomas Aquinas tells 
us: that anyone can have grace and charity, and yet falter in the exercise of the virtues 
because of persistent “contrary inclinations”.133 In other words, the organic unity of the 
virtues always and necessarily exists in habitu, even though forms of conditioning can 
hinder the operations of those virtuous habits. Hence the need for “a pedagogy which will 
introduce people step by step to the full appropriation of the mystery”.134 Reaching a level of 
maturity where individuals can make truly free and responsible decisions calls for much time 
and patience. As Blessed Peter Faber used to say: “Time is God’s messenger”.  
 
172. One who accompanies others has to realize that each person’s situation before God 
and their life in grace are mysteries which no one can fully know from without. The Gospel 
tells us to correct others and to help them to grow on the basis of a recognition of 
the objective evil of their actions (cf. Mt 18:15), but without making judgments about 
their responsibility and culpability (cf. Mt 7:1; Lk 6:37). Someone good at such 
accompaniment does not give in to frustrations or fears. He or she invites others to let 
themselves be healed, to take up their mat, embrace the cross, leave all behind and go 
forth ever anew to proclaim the Gospel. Our personal experience of being accompanied and 
assisted, and of openness to those who accompany us, will teach us to be patient and 
compassionate with others, and to find the right way to gain their trust, their openness and 
their readiness to grow.  
 
173. Genuine spiritual accompaniment always begins and flourishes in the context of 
service to the mission of evangelization. Paul’s relationship with Timothy and Titus 
provides an example of this accompaniment and formation which takes place in the midst of 
apostolic activity. Entrusting them with the mission of remaining in each city to “put in order 
what remains to be done” (Tit 1:5; cf. 1 Tim 1:3-5), Paul also gives them rules for their 
personal lives and their pastoral activity. This is clearly distinct from every kind of intrusive 
accompaniment or isolated self-realization. Missionary disciples accompany missionary 
disciples.  
 

Centered on the word of God  
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174. Not only the homily has to be nourished by the word of God. All evangelization is 
based on that word, listened to, meditated upon, lived, celebrated and witnessed to. 
The sacred Scriptures are the very source of evangelization. Consequently, we need to 
be constantly trained in hearing the word. The Church does not evangelize unless 
she constantly lets herself be evangelized. It is indispensable that the word of God 

“be ever more fully at the heart of every ecclesial activity”.135 God’s word, listened to 
and celebrated, above all in the Eucharist, nourishes and inwardly strengthens Christians, 
enabling them to offer an authentic witness to the Gospel in daily life. We have long since 
moved beyond that old contraposition between word and sacrament. The preaching of the 
word, living and effective, prepares for the reception of the sacrament, and in the 
sacrament that word attains its maximum efficacy.  
 
175. The study of the sacred Scriptures must be a door opened to every believer.136 It 
is essential that the revealed word radically enrich our catechesis and all our efforts to pass 
on the faith.137 Evangelization demands familiarity with God’s word, which calls for 
dioceses, parishes and Catholic associations to provide for a serious, ongoing study of the 
Bible, while encouraging its prayerful individual and communal reading.138 We do not blindly 
seek God, or wait for him to speak to us first, for “God has already spoken, and there is 
nothing further that we need to know, which has not been revealed to us”.139 Let us 
receive the sublime treasure of the revealed word. 
 
 

Session 17 – Pope Francis @ 36:13 – Mission entrusted to Us 

 
 
I invite everyone to be bold and creative in this task of rethinking the goals, structures, style 
and methods of evangelization in their respective communities.  
 
 

Session 18 – 2nd VC - Lumen Gentium – Call to holiness 
 

40. The Lord Jesus, the divine Teacher and Model of all perfection, preached holiness of 
life to each and everyone of His disciples of every condition. He Himself stands as the 
author and consummator [undefined term not available in online dictionaries – may mean 

bringing to perfection or completion] of this holiness of life: “Be you therefore perfect, even 
as your heavenly Father is perfect”.216 2* Indeed He sent the Holy Spirit upon all men that He 
might move them inwardly to love God with their whole heart and their whole soul, with all 
their mind and all their strength217 and that they might love each other as Christ loves 
them.218 The followers of Christ are called by God, not because of their works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace. They are justified in the Lord Jesus, because in 
the baptism of faith they truly become sons of God and sharers in the divine nature. In this 
way they are really made holy. Then too, by God’s gift, they must hold on to and complete 
in their lives this holiness they have received. They are warned by the Apostle to live “as 
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becomes saints”,219 and to put on “as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved a heart of 
mercy, kindness, humility, meekness, patience”,220 and to possess the fruit of the Spirit in 
holiness.221 Since truly we all offend in many things222 we all need God’s mercies 
continually and we all must daily pray: “Forgive us our debts”.223 3*  

 

Thus it is evident to everyone, that all the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are 
called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity;4* by this holiness as 
such a more human manner of living is promoted in this earthly society. In order that the 
faithful may reach this perfection, they must use their strength accordingly as they have 
received it, as a gift from Christ. They must follow in His footsteps and conform themselves 
to His image seeking the will of the Father in all things. They must devote themselves with 
all their being to the glory of God and the service of their neighbor. In this way, the holiness 
of the People of God will grow into an abundant harvest of good, as is admirably shown by 
the life of so many saints in Church history. 
 
 
 

Session 18 – 2nd VC - Lumen Gentium – Call to mission 

 
17. As the Son was sent by the Father,131 so He too sent the Apostles, saying: “Go, therefore, 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you. And behold I am with you all days even to the consummation of the world”.132 The 
Church has received this solemn mandate of Christ to proclaim the saving truth from the 
apostles and must carry it out to the very ends of the earth.133 Wherefore she makes the words 
of the Apostle her own: “Woe to me, if I do not preach the Gospel”,134 and continues 
unceasingly to send heralds of the Gospel until such time as the infant churches are fully 
established and can themselves continue the work of evangelizing. For the Church is compelled 
by the Holy Spirit to do her part that God’s plan may be fully realized, whereby He has 
constituted Christ as the source of salvation for the whole world. By the proclamation of the 
Gospel she prepares her hearers to receive and profess the faith. She gives them the 
dispositions necessary for baptism, snatches them from the slavery of error and of idols and 
incorporates them in Christ so that through charity they may grow up into full maturity in Christ. 
Through her work, whatever good is in the minds and hearts of men, whatever good lies latent 
in the religious practices and cultures of diverse peoples, is not only saved from destruction but 
is also cleansed, raised up and perfected unto the glory of God, the confusion of the devil and 
the happiness of man. The obligation of spreading the faith is imposed on every disciple of 
Christ, according to his state21* Although, however, all the faithful can baptize, the priest alone 
can complete the building up of the Body in the eucharistic sacrifice. Thus are fulfilled the words 
of God, spoken through His prophet: “From the rising of the sun until the going down thereof my 
name is great among the gentiles, and in every place a clean oblation is sacrificed and offered 
up in my name”.135 22* In this way the Church both prays and labors in order that the entire 
world may become the People of God, the Body of the Lord and the Temple of the Holy Spirit, 
and that in Christ, the Head of all, all honor and glory may be rendered to the Creator and 
Father of the Universe. 
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DECREE 

AD GENTES 
ON THE MISSION ACTIVITY 

OF THE CHURCH 
 

PREFACE 
 
1. Divinely sent to the nations of the world to be unto them "a universal sacrament of 
salvation,"(1) the Church, driven by the inner necessity of her own catholicity, and obeying the 
mandate of her Founder (cf. Mark 16:16), strives ever to proclaim the Gospel to all men. The 
Apostles themselves, on whom the Church was founded, following in the footsteps of Christ, 
"preached the word of truth and begot churches."(2) It is the duty of their successors to make 
this task endure "so that the word of God may run and be glorified (2 Thess. 3:1) and the 
kingdom of God be proclaimed and established throughout the world.  
 
In the present state of affairs, out of which there is arising a new situation for mankind, the 
Church, being the salt of the earth and the light of the world (cf. Matt. 5:13-14), is more 
urgently called upon to save and renew every creature, that all things may be restored in Christ 
and all men may constitute one family in Him and one people of God.  
 
Therefore, this sacred synod, while rendering thanks to God for the excellent results that have 
been achieved through the whole Church's great - hearted endeavor, desires to sketch the 
principles of missionary activity and to rally the forces of all the faithful in order that the 
people of God, marching along the narrow way of the Cross, may spread everywhere the reign 
of Christ, Lord and overseer: of the ages (cf. Ecc. 36:19), and may prepare the way for his 
coming. 
 
 
 

DECREE ON THE APOSTOLATE OF THE LAITY 

APOSTOLICAM ACTUOSITATEM  

SOLEMNLY PROMULGATED BY HIS HOLINESS, 
POPE PAUL VI 

ON NOVEMBER 18, 1965 
 
 

3. The laity derive the right and duty to the apostolate from their union with Christ the head; 
incorporated into Christ's Mystical Body through Baptism and strengthened by the power of the 
Holy Spirit through Confirmation, they are assigned to the apostolate by the Lord Himself. They 
are consecrated for the royal priesthood and the holy people (cf. 1 Peter 2:4-10) not only that 
they may offer spiritual sacrifices in everything they do but also that they may witness to Christ 
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throughout the world. The sacraments, however, especially the most holy Eucharist, 
communicate and nourish that charity which is the soul of the entire apostolate.(3) 

One engages in the apostolate through the faith, hope, and charity which the Holy Spirit 
diffuses in the hearts of all members of the Church. Indeed, by the precept of charity, which is 
the Lord's greatest commandment, all the faithful are impelled to promote the glory of God 
through the coming of His kingdom and to obtain eternal life for all men-that they may know 
the only true God and Him whom He sent, Jesus Christ (cf. John 17:3). On all Christians 
therefore is laid the preeminent responsibility of working to make the divine message of 
salvation known and accepted by all men throughout the world. 

For the exercise of this apostolate, the Holy Spirit Who sanctifies the people of God through 
ministry and the sacraments gives the faithful special gifts also (cf. 1 Cor. 12:7), "allotting them 
to everyone according as He wills" (1 Cor. 12:11) in order that individuals, administering grace 
to others just as they have received it, may also be "good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God" (1 Peter 4:10), to build up the whole body in charity (cf. Eph. 4:16). From 
the acceptance of these charisms, including those which are more elementary, there arise 
for each believer the right and duty to use them in the Church and in the world for the good of 
men and the building up of the Church, in the freedom of the Holy Spirit who "breathes where 
He wills" (John 3:8). This should be done by the laity in communion with their brothers in 
Christ, especially with their pastors who must make a judgment about the true nature and 
proper use of these gifts not to extinguish the Spirit but to test all things and hold for what is 
good (cf. 1 Thess. 5:12,19,21).(4) 

 

Beatific Vision from CCC:  
 

1028 Because of his transcendence, God cannot be seen as he is, 

unless he himself opens up his mystery to man's immediate    1722 

contemplation and gives him the capacity for it. The Church calls this  163 

contemplation of God in his heavenly glory "the beatific vision": 

  

How great will your glory and happiness be, to be allowed 

to see God, to be honored with sharing the joy of salvation 

and eternal light with Christ your Lord and God, . . . to 

delight in the joy of immortality in the Kingdom of heaven 

with the righteous and God's friends.604 
 
 
 

6 Key Evangelistic Strategies to Help Your Church Grow  

By Pastor Rick Warren  

https://pastors.com/author/rickwarren/
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I believe church health matters much more than church growth. Healthy churches 

grow. They grow stronger through worship, warmer through fellowship, deeper 

through discipleship, and broader through ministry. 

And they also grow larger through evangelism. 

Healthy churches follow Jesus’ pattern by reaching out to new people with the 

Gospel. 

Here are six evangelistic principles, modeled by Jesus, that will help your church 

reach new people. 

1. Know who you’re trying to reach. No church can reach everyone. The moment 

you plan a worship service and pick a music style, you’re telling people who you’re 

trying to reach (and, conversely, who you’re not). If you try to reach everyone, you 

probably won’t reach anyone. 

We know Jesus had a specific evangelistic target. He tells us that directly in 

Matthew 15:24: “I was sent only to help God’s lost sheep—the people of Israel” (NLT). Of 

course, that doesn’t mean that Jesus didn’t love everyone. He did—and still does! 

But he was evangelistically targeting the lost sheep of Israel. 

The same is true of Peter and Paul. Paul writes in Galatians 2:7, “Instead, they saw 

that God had given me the responsibility of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, 

just as he had given Peter the responsibility of preaching to the Jews” (NLT). 

If Jesus, Peter, and Paul can target certain people evangelistically, so can you. 

2. Understand how unchurched people think. This is what made Jesus so 

effective. Just go back and read some of the examples in the Gospels where Jesus 

engaged people (like in Matthew 9, Matthew 12, Mark 2, Luke 5, Luke 9, and Luke 

11, in particular). The Bible frequently notes that Jesus knew what people were 

thinking. 

It’s much easier to reach people if you can understand where they are coming from. 

Unfortunately, the longer you are a believer, the less you think like an unbeliever. If 

you’re a pastor, your thinking is likely even further away. 

So how do you bridge this gap? It’s simple: You talk to unbelievers. When I first 

came to the Saddleback Valley nearly 40 years ago, I surveyed the community with 
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four basic questions about how people felt about church. Why? I wanted to 

understand how unchurched people in the community thought. 

3. Focus on the most receptive people. This is what the parable of the soil and the 

sower is all about. Receptivity to the Gospel varies. Sometimes people are especially 

open to the Gospel. Other times they are not. It’s God’s job to make people 

receptive. It’s our job to be faithful to share the Gospel when people are ready. If 

you must pressure people to come to Christ, they’re not ready. 

Growing churches focus on reaching receptive people. 

A few years back in a Toolbox article, I shared a list of 10 groups of people who are 

particularly receptive to the Gospel. I recommend you look at the list if you’re re-

examining your evangelistic strategy. 

4. Let your target determine your approach. When you want to find out what 

will reach a certain group of people, ask them. Let me give you one of my favorite 

examples of this from my friend John Wimber, who led the Vineyard Church 

movement. Early in his ministry, he took a survey of the neighborhood and found 

out the biggest need among young couples was help with potty training their kids. 

So his church hosted a potty-training seminar with a Christian psychologist. They 

reached dozens of young couples with that ministry. 

You can’t reach people on your own terms. You can’t say, “We want you to come to 

Christ if you come to our building, at our time, to do what we want you to do.” You 

won’t reach people that way. You must be flexible to reach people. None of the 

innovations we’ve used to reach people for Jesus at Saddleback were pre-planned. 

We did them in response to the situation we were in at that moment. 

5. Offer people choices. We live in a world of choices. Look at the options we have 

in television channels, soft drinks, and coffee. We’re inundated with options these 

days. 

Offering people choices helps you reach new people for Christ, too. You’ll reach 

more people that way. You’ll be more effective evangelistically if you reach out to 

teachers, firefighters, and police officers in different ways. Growing churches 

practice what I call saturation evangelism, which means they use every available 

means to reach people. 

https://pastors.com/how-to-recognize-spiritually-receptive-people-in-your-community/
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6. Focus on people closest to your church. This is the basic New Testament 

strategy. You reach the people closest to you. Just look at what the disciples 

themselves did. Who did Andrew bring to Christ? He brought his brother, Peter. 

Matthew brought other tax collectors. The woman at the well brought the entire 

village, because she knew them. 

Your church is best suited to reach certain kinds of people. God made all kinds of 

churches to reach all kinds of people. 

I’ve never been ashamed of trying to grow Saddleback Church. When I preached the 

vision message of Saddleback a week before our official launch on Easter of 1980, I 

mentioned a numerical goal in the vision. 

Why? 

I’ve always believed numbers represent people. I don’t think God wants Saddleback 

to stop growing until we’ve reached every person within driving range of the 

church. That hasn’t happened yet. 

My guess is that your church isn’t there yet either. 

So let’s keep growing. Let’s keep reaching new people for Jesus. 

 

How to Recognize Spiritually Receptive People In Your Community  

By Pastor Rick Warren October 21, 2015 

Pastor, you’re surrounded by dirt. 

To be more precise, you’re surrounded by soil – all kinds of soil. In your community, 

you have people who are ready to respond to the Gospel and people who aren’t. 

Your job is to isolate the good soil and plant your seed there. 

Jesus clearly taught this notion of spiritual receptivity in the Parable of the Sower 

and the Soils (Matt. 13:3-23). Like different kinds of soil, people respond differently 

to the Good News. Everyone is not equally ready to receive Christ. Some people are 

very open to hearing the Gospel and others are very closed. In the Parable of the 

Sower, Jesus explained that there are hard hearts, shallow hearts, distracted hearts, 

and receptive hearts. 

https://pastors.com/author/rickwarren/
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If you want your ministry to maximize its evangelism effectiveness, you need 

to focus your energy on the right soil. That’s the soil that will produce a hundred-

fold harvest. Take a cue from those who work with actual dirt. No farmer in his right 

mind would waste seed, a precious commodity, on infertile ground that won’t 

produce a crop. In the same way, I believe careless, unplanned broadcasting of 

the Gospel is poor stewardship. The message of Christ is too important to waste 

time, money, and energy on non-productive methods and soil. We need to be 

strategic in reaching the world. We should focus our efforts where they will make 

the greatest difference. 

Spiritual receptivity comes and goes in people’s lives like an ocean tide. People are 

more open to spiritual truth at certain times than at others. Many factors 

determine spiritual receptivity. God uses a variety of tools to soften hearts and 

prepare people to be saved.  

So who are the most receptive people? I believe there are two broad categories: 

people in transition and people under tension. That’s because God uses both change 

and pain to get people’s attention and make them receptive to the Gospel. 

People in transition: Any time people experience major change, whether positive 

or negative, they develop a hunger for spiritual stability. This has occurred in 

America during the last several years. The massive changes in our world have left 

us frightened and unsettled and has produced an enormous interest in spiritual 

matters. Alvin Toffler says that people look for “islands of stability” when change 

becomes overwhelming. This is a wave the Church needs to ride. 

People are also more receptive to the Gospel when they face changes like a new 

marriage, a new baby, a new home, a new job, or a new school. That’s why 

churches can generally grow faster in newer communities where new residents are 

continually moving in than in stable, older communities where people have lived for 

40 years.  

People under tension: God uses all kinds of emotional pain to get people’s 

attention: the pain of divorce, death of a loved one, unemployment, financial 

problems, marriage and family difficulties, loneliness, resentment, guilt, and other 

stresses. When people are fearful or anxious, they often look for something greater 

than themselves to ease the pain and fill the void they feel. I claim no immaculate 

perception on the list I want to share with you. This is not a scientific study. But 

based on my many years of pastoring, I offer the following list of what I believe 
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have been the 10 most receptive groups of people that we’ve reached out to at 

Saddleback: 

10 most receptive groups 

 Second-time visitors to your church (unbelievers who come, regardless of the 

reason)  

 Close friends and relatives of new converts  

 People going through a divorce  

 Those who feel their need for a recovery program (any type: alcohol, drugs, 

sexual, etc.)  

 First-time parents  

 Terminal illness of self or family member  

 Couples with major marriage problems  

 Parents with problem children  

 Recently unemployed/major financial problem  

 New residents in the community 

A great benefit of focusing on receptive people is that you don’t have to pressure 

them to receive Christ. I tell my staff: “If the fruit is ripe, you don’t have to yank 

it!” 

I believe God has called pastors to catch fish and feed sheep – not corral goats! It 

usually takes about five times more energy to reactivate a disgruntled or carnal 

member than it does to win a receptive unbeliever. The truth is that some of your 

inactive members probably need to join somewhere else for a number of reasons. 

Growing churches focus on reaching receptive people. Non-growing churches focus 

on re-enlisting inactive people. 

Once you know who your target is, who you are most likely to reach, and who are 

the most receptive people in your target group, then you’re ready to establish an 

evangelism strategy for your church. So my suggestion to you is this: start 

checking the soil. 

 
 

Session 18: Ending Scripture References: 
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Matthew 28:19-20 

 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I 

am with you always, to the close of the age."  

 
 

Romans 10:14 

 
14 But how are men to call upon him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher? 
 

Philippians 4:13 

13 I can do all things in him who strengthens me.  
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Prayer of Commitment 
 

I COMMIT MYSELF TO DOING MY VERY BEST TO BRING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST TO 

_____________ [name of person] OVER THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS.  

I WILL DO MY VERY BEST TO PRAY EVERY DAY FOR HIS/HER SALVATION, FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE THE 

FAITH WITH HIM/HER, AND FOR HIS/HER INITIAL OR DEEPER CONVERSION. 

BEFORE ALL THOSE PRESENT AND THE LORD HIMSELF, I COMMIT TO MAKING THIS A PRIORITY IN MY LIFE. I 

WILL INVEST IN BUILDING AND DEEPENING A RELATIONSHIP WITH THIS PERSON.  

I WILL BE GENEROUS WITH THEM IN TERMS OF RESOURCES AND FINANCES, AND ESPECIALLY WITH MY TIME. I 

KNOW THAT THIS WILL REQUIRE ME TO SACRIFICE, BUT I JOYFULLY OFFER IT UP FOR THE SAKE OF LEADING 

HIM/HER CLOSER TO JESUS CHRIST.  

OVER THE NEXT TWO WEEKS, I WILL DEVELOP A PLAN FOR HOW I WILL GROW OUR RELATIONSHIP, FIND 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE THE FAITH, AND LOOK FOR EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS THAT WE CAN 

PARTICIPATE IN TOGETHER.  

BEFORE ALL OF MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST, AND TRUSTING IN HIS GRACES, I COMMIT TO TAKING 

ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT GOD GIVES ME FOR SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH THEM.  

Amen  



Relit the Heart of Evangelization 

Suggested Further Reading References 

 

50 
 

Two Person Plan for:  
(Name) _____________________________ 

How will I strengthen our relationship? (3 concrete ideas) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do I believe is the biggest obstacle to his/her conversion? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How will I be an instrument of God in removing this? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What are practical ideas for sharing the faith with this individual? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What sacrifices will I make in order to be able to share the faith with this person? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which forms of penance will I offer for the conversion of his/her soul? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What books, videos, brochures, websites, etc. might be helpful for this person? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How can I better form myself as an evangelist in order to effectively share the Gospel with this 

individual? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


